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Planning Commission Meeting 
September 16, 2021 City Hall 

102 Butler Street, Saugatuck, MI  
7:00 PM 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: 

2. Approval of Agenda: 

3. Approval of Minutes:  August 19. 2021 

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items: Limit 3 minutes  

5. Old Business:  None 

6. New Business:  
a. R-4 Transitional zone district front yard setbacks.   

 
7. Communications:  None 

 
8. Reports of Officers and Committees:   

 
9. Public Comments:  Limit 3 minutes 

 
10. Adjournment  

 

*Public Hearing Procedure 
 
A. Hearing is called to order by the Chair 
B. Summary by the Zoning Administrator 
C. Presentation by the Applicant 
D. Public comment regarding the application 

1) Participants shall identify themselves by name and address 
2) Comments/Questions shall be addressed to the Chair 
3) Comments/Questions shall be limited to five minutes 

1. Supporting comments (audience and letters) 
2. Opposing comments (audience and letters) 
3. General comments (audience and letters) 
4. Repeat comment opportunity (Supporting, Opposing, General) 

E. Public comment portion closed by the Chair 
F. Commission deliberation 
G. Commission action   
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Proposed Minutes 
Planning Commission Meeting 

August 18, 2021, City Hall 
102 Butler St., Saugatuck, MI  

7:00 pm  

1. Call to Order/Roll Call:  Chairperson Caspar called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm
Present:  Manns, VanMeter, Fox, Caspar, Gardner.

2. Absent:   Peterson
Others Present:  Zoning Administrator Osman

3. Approval of Agenda:  A motion was made by Gardner, 2nd by Manns, to approve the
agenda to as with the zoning ordinance separated from the regulatory ordinance. Upon roll
call the motion carried unanimously.

4. Approval of Minutes – January 21, 2021:  A motion was made by Casper, 2nd by
VanMeter. Upon roll call vote the motion carried unanimously.

5. Public Comment:  None

6. Old Business:
A. Election of Chairperson:  Upon motion by VanMeter, 2nd by Peterson, Fox was

nominated as Chairperson.  Upon roll call the motion carried 6-0 with Fox abstaining.

7. New Business:
A. Public Hearing on Floating Homes Zoning Ordinance amendment:

Caspar opened the public hearing at 7:12 PM.  Zoning administrator introduced the
two ordinances.  The first is the Zoning Ordinance amendment which the Planning
Commission is required to provide a recommendation to City Council.  The second is
a regulatory ordinance that Council asked them to review and make comments.
There were no comments from the public.
There were several questions on the definition, and the planning commission
expressed concern that there was no width dimension for the floating homes.  After
discussion, it was determined that the proposed ordinance would only allow for
floating homes in full service marinas located in the Neighborhood Marine district
(NH) and the width would be limited by the width of the facilities.
The public hearing was closed at 7:35 PM.
A motion was made by Caspar, 2nd by Gardener to approve the zoning ordinance
amendment 210715 as presented with a correction to the parking section.  Upon roll
call vote, the motion carried 6-0 with Peterson abstaining.

8. Other business:  Review of regulatory ordinance new chapter 99:
B. The regulatory ordinance was reviewed in depth to assure that it was compatible with the
zoning ordinance and to the intent that the regulatory meets the intent of the Planning
Commission and the City Council.  The Planning Commission had several comments and
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concerns that were incorporated into the regulatory ordinance.  Removed laundry facility 
requirement, corrected some typos, and  affirmed that a license is required before the 
floating home hits the water.  Open space changed to allow connection to a dock, and 
floating home length changed to 27 feet.   

 
9. Communications:  None 
 
10. Reports of Officers and Committees:  Gardner - Response to questions in email, yes to 

the first two questions, and no to short term rentals.  He also questioned the three day gap 
between the expiration of the moratorium and effective date of this ordinance. 

 
Fox – thanks to Board for vote of confidence.   

 
11. Public Comment: Jane Underwood thanks planning commission for their very hard.   
 
12. Adjournment:  A motion was made by VanMeter, 2nd by Peterson, to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:24 pm. Upon roll call vote the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Padley Gallagher  
City of Saugatuck Clerk 
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
 TO: Planning Commission 
  City of Saugatuck 
 
 FROM: Cindy Osman, Planning and Zoning  
   
 DATE: September 16, 2021  
 
 RE: R-4 Transitional Zone District, modify front yard setbacks when certain conditions exist.    
 

 

§ 154.025  R-4 CITY CENTER TRANSITIONAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (CER). 
   (A)   Generally. 
      (1)   The purpose of the Transitional Residential Zone is to create a buffer zone from 
the high intensity City Center Commercial Zone to the low intensity Community 
Residential Zone.                                             
      (2)   This zone will permit a limited number of mixed uses but intentions are to 
promote residential land uses. 
      (3)   As a transitional zone its character shall be reviewed more frequently to assess 
the needs of the adjoining zones. 
      (4)   This zone is not intended to be static but rather to adjust with the development 
needs of the community. 
 

As you can see from the attached zoning map, this R-4 zone district is divided into two non-

contiguous parts, the north part along water street, and the south part along the north side of 

Mason Street.   Interestingly enough, is that while parts of sections of the zoning map do touch 

the C-1 City Center Zone district, not all the parcels are adjacent to the C-1 CC zone district.   

 

The two areas have significantly established setbacks, so what I tried to accomplish was to craft 

a way to use the established setbacks to allow for reduction where appropriate.  Between Giffith 

and St Joseph on the north side of Mason, there is block where the setbacks are between 0 feet 

and about 10 feet is what this amendment is intended to address.  One of the houses has 

deteriorated to the point of demolition or is no longer internally functional.  To have the 

replacement set back 20 feet from the sidewalk while the other houses in that block are 

significantly closer would be awkward like a missing tooth in your smile.           
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§ 154.025  R-4 CITY CENTER TRANSITIONAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (CER). 

   (A)   Generally. 

      (1)   The purpose of the Transitional Residential Zone is to create a buffer zone from 
the high intensity City Center Commercial Zone to the low intensity Community 
Residential Zone. 

      (2)   This zone will permit a limited number of mixed uses but intentions are to 
promote residential land uses. 

      (3)   As a transitional zone its character shall be reviewed more frequently to assess 
the needs of the adjoining zones. 

      (4)   This zone is not intended to be static but rather to adjust with the development 
needs of the community. 

   (B)   Permitted uses: 

      (1)   Dwelling, single-family detached, with a floor area ratio that does not exceed 
0.3:1; 

      (2)   Dwelling, two-family; 

      (3)   Essential public services; 

      (4)   Bed and breakfasts; 

      (5)   Home occupations; and 

      (6)   Short-term rental unit. 

   (C)   Special land uses. Special land uses are subject to review and approval by the 
Planning Commission in accordance with §§ 154.060 through 154.068 and 
§§ 154.080 through 154.092 : 

      (1)   Home businesses; 

      (2)   Rented accessory dwelling units in accordance with § 154.092(J); and 

      (3)   Dwelling, single-family detached, with a floor area ratio that exceeds 0.3:1. 

   (D)   Dimension and area regulations. 

  

Front setback 20 feet** 

Side setback 7 feet 

Rear setback 10 feet 

Minimum lot area 8,712 square feet 

Minimum lot width 66 feet 

Maximum lot coverage 25%* 

Formatted Table

6



*   Maximum lot coverage in this district may be increased to a maximum of 35% for properties that are 

below, the required minimum lot area following a hearing and approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals 

at which time consideration of factors affecting adjoining properties will be reviewed. All other dimension 

and area regulations shall be met. The following formula shall be used in calculating the allowable lot 

coverage and shall be rounded to the nearest whole percentage: minimum lot area divided by actual 

lot area multiplied by 25%. 

** If 40% or more of all the parcels on one side of a street between two intersecting streets, is developed 

with structures, the lesser front yard setback so established shall prevail, but nothing in this section shall be 

construed to permit any new structure closer than five (or seven) feet to the front street line. This section 

shall not require a front yard greater than that required for the zone district. 

  

(Ord. passed 6-24-1996; Am. Ord. 02-02, passed 2-11-2002; Am. Ord. passed 6-24-
2002; Am. Ord. 090824-1, passed 8-24-2009; Am. Ord. 100726-1, passed 7-26-2010; 
Am. Ord. 140714-1, passed 7-14-2014; Am. Ord. 161114-1, passed 11-14-2016; Am. 
Ord. 170911-1, passed 9-11-2017) 
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