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CITY OF SAUGATUCK 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

102 Butler St. Saugatuck Mi 49453 

Phone: (269) 857-2603        Fax: (269) 857-4406 

 

May 7, 2020 - 6:00 PM 
Saugatuck City Hall 

102 Butler Street 
 
1.  Call to Order/Roll Call: 
 
2.  Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions: 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting on March 5, 2020 
 
4.  Public Comments:  
 
5.  Unfinished Business:  
 
6.  New Business:  
 A:  237 Butler Street – Replace door, add windows 
 B:  865 Holland Street – New garage 
  
7.  Administrative Approvals & Updates: 
    
8.  Communication:    
  
9.  Public Comment: 
 
10.  Commission Comment: 
 
11.  Adjourn: 
 
The Saugatuck Historic District Commission has the responsibility to regulate the construction, 
demolition, and improvements to the exterior of structures in the historic district.  The intent is to; 
safeguard the heritage of the City of Saugatuck, to protect the architecture and local village character 
of the City, to foster civic beauty, and to promote the use of historic districts for the education, 
pleasure, and welfare of the residents, visitors, and general public.   

1

Kirk
Text Box
NOTICE:This public meeting will be held using Zoom video/audio conference technology due to the COVID-19 restrictions currently in place.Join online by visiting:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86470072742Join by phone by dialing:(312) 626-6799-or-(646) 518-9805Then enter “Meeting ID”:864 7007 2742

Kirk
Text Box

Kirk
Text Box



PROPOSED 
City of Saugatuck –Historic District Commission  

102 Butler Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453 
March 5, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Straker at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Roll Call:  Present:   Straker, Leo, Cobb, Paterson, Davenport, Peterson 

       Absent:  Cannarsa 
       Others: Zoning Administrator Osman  
 

2. Agenda Changes: A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Davenport, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made by Leo, 2nd by Peterson, to approve the January 2, 2020 
minutes as presented.  Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. Public Comments: None 

 

5. Unfinished Business:  
 A.  234 Spear Street – Window Replacement, Removal, Siding Replacement, Shutter Removal:  
The applicant was not present.  A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Davenport, to deny Application P-HIS-
20001/234 Spear Street to replace wood siding with wood siding, remove two non-functional windows on the 
first floor, replace vinyl clad double windows on the second floor and remove or replace shutters.  Upon voice 
vote the motion carried unanimously. 
 
6.   New Business:   
 A.  645 Lake Street – Demolition:  A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Leo, to approve the 
demolition of the main house building at 645 Lake Street to prepare for construction of a new house.  Upon 
voice vote the motion carried unanimously.  The Commission determined that the applicant met the hardship 
test in the guidelines, items A and B.   
 
 B.  645 Lake Street - Replacement: A motion was made by Davenport, 2nd by Peterson, to approve the 
construction of a new single-family home on the same footprint in the same location of the demolished structure 
as presented.  Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously.  The garage doors will be fiberglass or wood, 
the windows will be the same as the windows on the cottages, without divided lights.  The siding will be the 
same as on the cottage with a textured finish.   
 
 C.  716 Water Street – Deck Replacement: A motion was made by Cobb, 2nd by Paterson, to approve 
the replacement of the second story wood deck on the river side of the building to be code compliant.  The 
structure will be steel and treated lumber with a wire based railing.  Upon voice vote the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
7.   Administrative Approvals: Zoning Administrator Osman presented the board with the following 
administrative approvals: 
 A.  Kilwins II Sign 
 B.  Temporary Sign at 132 Mason Street – Good Intentions 

 

8.  Communications:  None 

 
9.  Public Comments: None 

 

10: Commission Comments:  None 
 
11.  Adjournment:  Chairperson Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Monica Nagel, CMC 
Saugatuck City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 TO: Historic District Commission 

  City of Saugatuck 

 

 FROM: Cindy Osman 

  Zoning Administrator 

   

 DATE: May 7, 2020 

 

 RE: 237 Butler Street  

 

 

Dave McKellips, on behalf of S and S Louis LLC, is requestion a Certficate of Appropriateness 

to replace the door on the front of the building that leads to the apartment upstairs with a new 

door, and install a new window on the south side of the building.   

Background:  According the records of the City Assessor, the building was constructed in 1920.  

The building was determined to be a contributing resource in a 2010 memo from Williams and 

Works.  It is being remodeled on the inside.   
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Standards: If the Commission agrees that the structure is contributing, Section II of the Local 

Guidelines regulating additions would apply. It states the following:   

II. PRIMARY STRUCTURES 

 

A. Materials, Maintenance, and Substitutes 

 

1. Original Materials On contributing resources, original materials shall be used for repairs and 

additions wherever feasible. (Note: Existing substitute siding or trim may be repaired with the 

same substitute materials without review, if less than 25% of the material needs to be replaced.) 

 

3. Retaining Wood Features Wooden features that contribute to the overall historic character of 

a building and a site should be retained and preserved. These features include, but are not limited 

to, such functional and decorative elements as siding, shingles, shakes, cornices, architraves, 

brackets, pediments, columns, balustrades, other architectural trim, porch ceilings, floors and 

facia. 

 

4. Replacing Wood Features 

(a) If replacement of an entire wooden feature is necessary, it should be replaced in kind, 

matching the original design, dimension, detail, material and texture. Compatible substitute 

materials should be considered only if using the original material is not technically feasible. 

(b) If replacement of a deteriorated detail or element is necessary, replace only the deteriorated 

detail in kind rather than an entire feature. (c) If a wooden feature is completely missing, replace 

it with a new feature based on accurate documentation of the original feature or a new design 

compatible in profile, scale, size, material and texture with the historic building and district. 

 

5. Substitute Materials 

(a) The use of substitute siding or trim in any form on an existing building is not recommended. 

Substitute siding or trim rarely replicates the dimensions or appearance of original materials. 

(b) Cast, molded, composite or synthetic architectural details and exterior materials may be used 

on existing structures if the original product is no longer available and if such application would 

not eliminate any architectural details. Such materials shall be permitted in new construction. 

(c ) In order to qualify for the exceptional approval of substitute materials on an existing 

building, the application must meet the following tests: 

—the substitute material will replace other substitute material on the structure; and 

—the cost of restoring the original material is unreasonable, judged in relation to the finished 

value of the property; and/ or 

—the original materials (or other suitable alternatives), or the skills necessary to apply those 

materials are unavailable; or 

—there is an emergency (probably temporary) need to provide the material in a time period 

which does not allow use of the original material (or other suitable alternative). 

(d) Where substitute material replaces other substitute material, the siding installation should not 

eliminate any architectural details. 

(e) On existing structures, the first-time application of vinyl or aluminum siding is not permitted. 

The use of vinyl or aluminum siding is also not permitted on new structures. 

 

D. Doors and Windows 
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1. Retaining Windows and Doors Windows and doors that contribute to the overall historic 

character of a building should be retained and repaired as needed, including their functional and 

decorative features, such as frames, sash, muntins, sills, heads, moldings, surrounds, hardware, 

shutters, glazing, panels, sidelights, fanlights, and thresholds. 

 

2. Replacing Windows and Doors 

(a) If replacement of a deteriorated window or door feature or detail is necessary replace only the 

deteriorated feature in kind rather then the entire unit. Match the original in material, design, 

dimension, proportion, reflective qualities, profile, sash rails, stiles, muntins, panels, and 

operation. If replacement of an entire unit is necessary, replace the unit in kind, matching the 

design, dimension, panels, pane configuration, architectural trim, detail, muntins and materials. It 

is not appropriate to use snap-in muntins to create a false divided-light appearance. 

(b) Replacement windows and doors should maintain and fit existing openings and be consistent 

in glass size and with existing trim and other features of the structure. 

(c) Changing the number, location, and size or glazing pattern of windows and doors through 

cutting new openings, blocking-in, and installing replacement sash which does not fit the historic 

opening are not recommended. 

3. Doors Original doors should not be substituted with stock doors that do not fit the opening 

properly or do not fit with the style of the house. Transom windows and sidelights should be 

preserved. 

 

4. Windows If a replacement window has an insulating glass pane which is not actually divided 

by muntins, the appropriate muntin pattern should be permanently applied with muntins no wider 

than 7/8 inch, as well as with spacer bars internal to the insulated glass. There should be no flat 

muntin grids, nor removable muntin grids, applied to the inside or outside panes. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 TO: Historic District Commission 

  City of Saugatuck 

 

 FROM: Cindy Osman 

  Zoning Administrator 

   

 DATE: May 7, 2020 

 

 RE: Application P-HIS-20006; 865 HOLLAND ST  

 

 

WOODBY TIMOTHY is requsting approval for the installation of  a new 36 foot by 22 foot 

garage behind 865 Holland Street.   

Background:  The existing single story duplex was built in 1976 and is considered non-

contributing. 
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Standards: If the Commission agrees that the structure is non-contributing, Section V, B. of the 

Local Guidelines regulating additions would apply. It states the following:   

B. New Construction 

 

1. Streetscape Compatibility With new structures or renovations which totally change the 

facades, the appearance of the streetscape as a whole should be respected. Facades for new 

structures should be compatible with the overall design and appearance of the surrounding 

streetscape in its design and appearance 

 

2. Architectural Style New structures need not replicate existing styles. They may be honest 

modern or contemporary adaptations or reflections of traditional styles or they may be totally 

new, distinctive structures which are nevertheless compatible with the district’s character. 

 

3. Compatibility of Siting and Massing 

(a) The historic relationship between buildings, landscape features and open space should be 

retained. The siting should be reviewed based on existing district setbacks, orientation, 

spacing and distance between adjacent buildings. 

(b) The height and bulk of a new building shall be compatible with its surroundings and shall in 

no event exceed that of existing buildings in the Historic District. 

(c) If there is a significant variation in siting or in height and bulk from the immediately 

surrounding buildings which creates a material adverse impact on the character of that 

area, the Commission may make recommendations to the Planning Commission and/ or 

the Zoning Board of Appeals concerning height, massing and placement on the lot of the 

new construction. 

 

4. Compatible Detailing In addition to the scale of the structure, details such as roof lines, 

materials, the size, type, and placement of windows, doors, porches, fences, chimneys and 

garages, should be considered in assessing the compatibility of the new structure with the 

existing streetscape. 

 

5. Pedestrian Scale Especially in commercial areas, the scale of architectural elements should 

provide comfortable surroundings for pedestrians. This applies especially to heights of canopies 

or awnings, and heights of doors and windows. 

 

6. Distinguishing New from Old New buildings should be designed so that they are compatible 

with, but discernable from, adjacent historic buildings. 
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