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22 FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 

      
•	 Ensure designated areas and rules defined for safe use by 

both motorized and non-motorized boat traffic
•	 Install interpretive and wayfinding signage at parking areas

16 GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE

   
•	 Encourage adoption of  green stormwater ordinances
•	 Use green infrastructure where possible on development 

projects

17 MILL DISTRICT IMPROVEMENTS

        
•	 Add additional wayfinding and interpretive signage around 

waterfront area
•	 Create natural areas in the Mill District
•	 Focus on cultural and natural history topics of  note

18 RIVERFRONT INVESTMENT 

     
•	 Encourage private developments that utilize the riverfront 

features

19 DOWNTOWN ACCESSIBLE LAUNCH

    
•	 Install an additional barrier-free kayak launches near 

downtown Allegan

20 LAKE ALLEGAN CORRIDOR 

    
•	 Consider non-motorized pathway around Lake Allegan and 

Kalamazoo River
•	 Utilize existing right-of-ways adjacent to roadways
•	 Connect into City of  Allegan
•	 Add observation points with interpretive signage along route

21 LAKE ALLEGAN HABITAT PRESERVATION

   
•	 Continue to address phosphorus TMDL on Lake Allegan
•	 Improve stormwater infrastructure in upstream areas
•	 Address agricultural non-point sources in upstream areas
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22 CALKINS DAM IMPROVEMENTS 

     
•	 Improve portage routes around the dam
•	 Ensure designated areas and rules defined for safe use by 

both motorized and non-motorized boat traffic
•	 Install interpretive and wayfinding signage at parking areas

23 M-89 LAUNCH IMPROVEMENTS

     
•	 Consider restroom and shelter additions at M-89 launch
•	 Install interpretive and wayfinding signage at parking area 

and waterfront

24 OTTAWA MARSH 

   
•	 Identify and address invasive species in Ottawa Marsh as 

needed

25 RIVER ENHANCEMENT

      
•	 Protect outstanding non-state land at junction with Rabbit 

River
•	 Consider trails to river, emergency river access, restrooms, 

shelter

Image Credits

Lower Right: https://missionvalleynews.com/river-access-program-unveiled

Above Right: http://www.coloprecast.com/?page_id=203
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SEGMENT E: NEW RICHMOND TO LAKE 
MICHIGAN

Below the junction with the Rabbit River tributary, the 
Kalamazoo River passes the New Richmond County Park, the 
first large park with river access below the largest tract of  the 
State Game Area. The site of  the annual release of  sturgeon, 
by the Gun Lake Tribe, it represents important riverine habitat 
for this and many other species. Additional opportunities for 
information and interpretation should be maximized here at 
one of  the busiest locations along the river. Downstream are 
two additional large marsh complexes, the Pottawatomi and 
Webster Marshes. The former is privately held and managed, 
while the latter is managed by the DNR. Both areas have already 
had significant management performed for invasive species, 
and these control efforts should be continued. Access to the 

Webster Marsh is typically made from the Hacklander boat 
launch or Schultz Park. This stretch of  river also receives boat 
traffic that travels between Deep Harbor Marina and Saugatuck 
Harbor. 

Saugatuck and Douglas, separated by the widening of  the river 
into Kalamazoo Lake, is dotted with parks and access points 
all around Kalamazoo Lake. Wide streets and dedicated bike 
lanes and sidewalk, connecting to the vision for a broader Blue 
Star Bike Trail, enable riders to circle the harbor on land, while 
several road ends and parks provide water access. Better signage 
to direct and connect visitors between sites whether on the 
water or on land would be beneficial. While not as far along as 
several of  the marshes, invasive species management has been 
underway in these communities, and continued efforts to keep 
phragmites, in particular, under control should continue. 

Some of  the highest quality habitat and rarest species can 
be found within a couple mile stretch of  the mouth of  the 
Kalamazoo River. There are several parks and preserves, 
including Saugatuck State Park, Tallmadge Woods, Patricia 
Birkholz Natural Area, and Saugatuck Harbor Natural Area, 
where visitors can experience these areas. Protecting and 
preserving these areas around Saugatuck should be one of  the 
highest conservation priorities along the greenway. However, 
efforts to make sure that these areas are not overused or abused, 
should strike a balance between visitation and preservation. 
Future development on private property should be done in an 
environmentally friendly manner that is consistent with local 
zoning and the Tri-Community Master Plan. 
	
In addition, success for future projects will depend greatly 
on the willingness of  the local municipalities to collaborate. 

Throughout the public input process, it was very clear that residents desire 
open lines of  communication between local government entities that other 
areas of  the county benefit from. However, in many ways this area has 
both the high level of  public interest and financial resources to be a key 
implementer of  greenway projects in the future.

One particular issue that requires a collaborative approach is harbor 
management. While water levels in Lake Kalamazoo are high at the time 
of  this plan’s development, the viability of  the harbor is dependent upon 
minimizing sediment transport from upstream. Area landfills should be 
able to accept any emergency dredgings that are made, however a more 
permanent means of  funding these efforts, in conjunction with significant 
efforts to address upstream sources of  sediment, should be pursued 
further. 
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 32 INTERCOMMUNITY PATHWAY

	
•	 Improve connections between Saugatuck, Douglas, and 

Saugatuck Township

33 DOUGLAS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

	  
•	 Public marina in Douglas for broader use of  harbor and 

potential dredging funds

34 ACCESSIBLE LAUNCH IN SAUGATUCK

•	 An accessible launch for access to downtown Saugatuck 
along area with breakwall

35 GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE

     
•	 Encourage adoption of  green stormwater ordinances
•	 Use green infrastructure where possible on development 

projects

36 HABITAT PRESERVATION

 
•	 Protect dune habitats from invasive species
•	 Balance access to sensitive areas with need to protect them 

from overuse

26 HACKLANDER SIGNAGE 

	
•	 Install interpretive and wayfinding signage at Hacklander 

Boat Launch

27 29 30 INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT 

	  
•	 Identify and address invasive species, especially phragmites, 

eurasian watermilfoil, purple loosestrife, and Japanese 
knotweed

•	 Continue efforts in Saugatuck Harbor, Wade’s Bayou, 
Webster Marsh, Pottawatomi Marsh

28 NEW RICHMOND SIGNAGE 

	
•	 Install additional interpretive and wayfinding signage at New 

Richmond Park

31 HARBOR SETIMENT REMOVAL / MANAGEMENT

    
•	 Develop sustainable funding for harbor dredging when 

needed
•	 Work with upstream jurisdictions to reduce sediment inputs
•	 Dredging should result in safe harbor use and minimal 

habitat impact

Image Credit

Lower Left: http://sw-marina.com/wp/ 





Lower Kalamazoo River Greenway Plan

The Plan  |  53

SEGMENT F & G: RABBIT RIVER 
Not very far upstream of  New Richmond is rather different 
topography and land use, with heavier agricultural areas closer 
to the narrower river valley. While the greenway corridor is 
relatively narrow in this area, it should not limit the focus or 
scope of  work to that narrow area; rather, plans should be 
sure to encompass all impacting areas. There is concern about 
the amount of  sediment reaching streams, and in several 
locations small drains and tributaries should be repaired and 
have hydrology issues addressed. In many locations, best 
management practices, such as wider vegetated buffers, are 
needed between streams and farmland. These not only help to 
filter sediment and nutrients, but can help shade and keep water 
temperatures cooler, providing better habitat. 

One area that remains privately held is known as the Junction, 
a nearly 270 acre tract of  land at the mouth of  the Rabbit 
River. The acquisition and preservation of  this tract would help 
provide an important and outstanding link of  habitat along 
the river. Following the river upstream from the Junction is a 
favorite stretch of  river for paddling and fishing. Additional 
greenspace and parkspace along this corridor should be sought. 
There is a desire for increased trails and greenspace for a variety 
of  recreational activities throughout the Rabbit River corridor.
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42 TRESTLE BRIDGE

     
•	 Find suitable location upstream of  trestle bridge for barrier-

free kayak launch

43 HIGH QUALITY & RARE HABITAT PRESERVATION

  
•	 Protect areas of  high quality habitat in Heath/Monterey 

Townships
•	 Fens, bogs, high quality forest
•	 Highest prevalence of  rare or threatened species in the 

county
•	 Limit access to these sites and monitor for invasive species

44 EROSION REPAIR

   
•	 Address severe gully erosion along uppper Rabbit River
•	 Address upstream hydrology with best management 

practices
•	 Stabilize where they meet the river

45 COLD WATER FISHERIES 

   
•	 Protect coldwater fisheries in tributaries to Rabbit River
•	 Protect buffers and minimize impacts from development

46 AGRICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

   
•	 Improve width and quality of  stream buffer along river 

corridor and tributaries
•	 Implement practices that reduce sediment and nutrient 

loading within Rabbit River watershed

25 LAND CONSERVATION

  
•	 Work with private landowners to conserve habitat near the 

confluence of  the rivers
•	 Balance access to sensitive areas with need to protect them 

from overuse

37 EROSION REPAIR

   
•	 Address severe gully erosion along lower Rabbit River
•	 Address upstream hydrology with best management 

practices
•	 Stabilize where they meet the river

38 RECREATION IMPROVEMENTS

    
•	 Improve river corridor for fishing and paddling activities
•	 Consider implementation of  woody debris management 

plan in river while protecting tree canopies
•	 Ensure sufficient habitat for cold water fishery (warm water 

in appropriate tributaries)
•	 Follow management and development guidelines laid forth 

in Natural Rivers Act of  1970

39 AGRICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

   
•	 Improve width and quality of  stream buffer along river 

corridor and tributaries
•	 Implement practices that reduce sediment and nutrient 

loading within Rabbit River watershed

40 EDUCATION IMPROVEMENTS

   
•	 Add additional wayfinding and interpretive signage around 

Schumatt Park and trestle bridge area
•	 Focus on cultural and natural history topics of  note
•	 Increase outdoor education at facilities like Rabbit River 

Preserve

41 HABITAT PRESERVATION

  
•	 Improve and protect important waterfront habitats
•	 Marshes, swamps, and floodplain forests such as those 

found at Rabbit River Preserve Image Credit

Left: http://visitwashougal.com/fishing/ 

Middle: https://www.wataugakayak.com/river-kayaking/

Right: http://www.watersheddata.com/erosion-popup.
aspx?rwndrnd=0.9500259624328464
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47 PARK & WATER ACCESS 

    
•	 Create park/water access to Rabbit River and/or Little 

Rabbit River in Salem Township

48 COLD WATER FISHERIES 

   
•	 Protect coldwater fisheries in tributaries to Rabbit River
•	 Protect buffers and minimize impacts from development

49 AGRICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

    
•	 Encourage adaptation of  BMPs, including cover crops, 

reduced tillage, and tile drain management.

50 AGRICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

    
•	 Improve width and quality of  stream buffer along river 

corridor and tributaries
•	 Implement practices that reduce sediment and nutrient 

loading within Rabbit River watershed

Image Credit

Left: http://www.lax-a.net/es/escocia/dee/ 

Lower Right: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Mowed-buffer-strip-separating-a-forest-from-
agricultural-land-in-Italy_fig6_237421394

Upper Right: https://catawbalands.org/clc-reopens-spencer-mt-river-access-canoekayak-launch/
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FIRST STEPS
THE FUTURE OF THE KALAMAZOO RIVER GREENWAY

FIRST STEPS
The implementation and success of  this master plan will be 
both an evolving and an ongoing commitment by current and 
future partners. Therefore, the ODC recommends the following 
first steps.

•	 Present Lower Kalamazoo River Greenway Plan to units of  
government, organizations, and businesses

•	 Seek endorsements and obtain signed MOUs

After adoption of  the plan, the implementation and coordination 
of  future greenway efforts will be dependent on more detailed 
steps including:

•	 Establish a greenway network partnership team to oversee 

collaborative efforts and select an entity to coordinate this 
group.

•	 Begin integration of  the master plan into local planning 
discussions

•	 Leverage public and private funding to maximize investment 
in greenway projects

•	 Conduct a periodic review of  the plan to update priorities 
and account for completed work.

These efforts will ensure that the Lower Kalamazoo River in 
Allegan County will be restored and available to communities 
for recreation, education, and conservation, while providing a 
legacy for future generations. 

For additional information please contact the ODC Network at 
odc@outdoordiscovery.org or by calling 616-393-9453.
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WEB RESOURCES
Allegan Conservation District – Rabbit River Watershed Management Plan:  https://
allegancd.org/programs/rabbit-river-watershed-project/rabbit-river-watershed-
management-plan/ 
Army Corps of  Engineers – Great Lakes and Ohio Division Environmental 
Operations:  https://www.lrd.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Environmental/
GreatLakes%20Programs/GreatlakesRemedialActionPlan/ 
EPA Allied Paper Superfund Site:  https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/
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Gun Lake Tribe Environmental Department:  https://gunlaketribe-nsn.gov/
departments/administration/environmental/ 
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council: http://kalamazooriver.org/learn/plans/ 
Michigan Sea Grant – Sustainable Small Harbors: http://www.miseagrant.umich.
edu/smallharborsustainability/ 
Michigan State University – River Wildlife Toxicology Study – 2002-03:  http://www.
riverwildlife.msu.edu/Pages_KRW/KRW_Overview.html 
USGS – Kalamazoo River Gauge at New Richmond:  https://waterdata.usgs.gov/
usa/nwis/uv?04108660 
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