City of Saugatuck
Historic district commission
102 Butler St. Saugatuck Mi 49453
Phone: (269) 857-2603
Fax: (269) 857-4406

December 3, 2020
6:00 PM Historic District Commission Meeting
1. Call to Order/Roll Call:
2. Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:
4. Approval of the 2020 meeting schedule
5. Approval of Minutes:
6. Public Comments:
7. Unfinished Business:
Election of Officers
8. New Business:
A. 890 Holland Street – addition, windows, doors, siding
B. Wicks Park Gazebo
9. Administrative Approvals & Updates:
607 Butler - shed
10. Communication:
11. Public Comment:
12. Commission Comment:
13. Adjourn:
The Saugatuck Historic District Commission has the responsibility is to regulate the construction,
demolition, and improvements to the exterior of structures in the historic district. The intent is to;
safeguard the heritage of the City of Saugatuck, to protect the architecture and local village character
of the City, to foster civic beauty, and to promote the use of historic districts for the education,
pleasure, and welfare of the residents, visitors, and general public.
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PROPOSED
City of Saugatuck –Historic District Commission
102 Butler Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453
September 3, 2020 – 6:00 p.m.
1.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Straker at 6:00 p.m.
Roll Call: Present: Straker, Leo, Cobb, Paterson, Davenport, Peterson
Absent: Cannarsa
Others: Zoning Administrator Osman

2.
Agenda Changes: A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Davenport, to approve the agenda as
presented. Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously.
3.
Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Leo, 2nd by Peterson, to approve the January 2, 2020
minutes as presented. Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously.
4.

Public Comments: None

5.

Unfinished Business:
A. 234 Spear Street – Window Replacement, Removal, Siding Replacement, Shutter Removal:
The applicant was not present. A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Davenport, to deny Application P-HIS20001/234 Spear Street to replace wood siding with wood siding, remove two non-functional windows on the
first floor, replace vinyl clad double windows on the second floor and remove or replace shutters. Upon voice
vote the motion carried unanimously.
6.

New Business:
A. 645 Lake Street – Demolition: A motion was made by Peterson, 2nd by Leo, to approve the
demolition of the main house building at 645 Lake Street to prepare for construction of a new house. Upon
voice vote the motion carried unanimously. The Commission determined that the applicant met the hardship
test in the guidelines, items A and B.
B. 645 Lake Street - Replacement: A motion was made by Davenport, 2nd by Peterson, to approve the
construction of a new single-family home on the same footprint in the same location of the demolished structure
as presented. Upon voice vote the motion carried unanimously. The garage doors will be fiberglass or wood,
the windows will be the same as the windows on the cottages, without divided lights. The siding will be the
same as on the cottage with a textured finish.
C. 716 Water Street – Deck Replacement: A motion was made by Cobb, 2nd by Paterson, to approve
the replacement of the second story wood deck on the river side of the building to be code compliant. The
structure will be steel and treated lumber with a wire based railing. Upon voice vote the motion carried
unanimously.
7.
Administrative Approvals: Zoning Administrator Osman presented the board with the following
administrative approvals:
A. Kilwins II Sign
B. Temporary Sign at 132 Mason Street – Good Intentions
8.

Communications: None

9.

Public Comments: None

10:

Commission Comments: None

11.

Adjournment: Chairperson Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Monica Nagel, CMC
Saugatuck City Clerk
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Historic District Commission
City of Saugatuck

FROM:

Cindy Osman
Zoning Administrator

DATE:

December 3, 2020

RE:

Application P-HIS-20021; 890 HOLLAND ST

GIFFORD PATRICIA is requsting approval to remove an existing deck and extend the lower
level living space 2 feet past existing deck with new deck over top, remodel the lower level
living space and add 2nd bathroom, install new windows (Pella) doors (Thermatru) and siding
and roofing (Certainteed).
Background: This house was built in 1997 and is considered a non-contributing resource.
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Standards: If the Commission agrees that the structure is non-contributing, Section V, A. of the
Local Guidelines regulating additions would apply. It states the following:
A. Additions
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1. Compatible Additions New additions within historic districts can be appropriate if they do
not destroy historic features, materials and spatial relationships of the original building and site.
Their location, size, height, scale, design, and materials should be compatible with the original
structure. The Commission may make recommendations to the Planning Commission and/ or the
Zoning Board of Appeals concerning placement of additions on the lot.
2. Site Protection A new addition should be designed and located so that significant site
features, including mature trees, are not lost.
3. Distinguishing New from Old New additions should be designed in such a manner as to
make clear what is historic and what is new. They should be constructed so that they can be
removed in the future without damage to the building.
4. Massing It is not appropriate to construct an addition that significantly changes the proportion
of built mass to open space on the individual site.
Potential motion: Motion to approve/deny the proposed addition to the lower level with a deck
on top, replace windows with Pella windows, replace the doors with Therma tru windows, and
siding and roof with Certainteed products as presented/modified/or with conditions.
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August 8, 2020
Dear City Council Members and citizens of Saugatuck: It is with a sad heart I write this,
but I cannot be silent. I thought you would appreciate an abbreviated history of what is
the jewel of Wicks Park - the Bandstand.

Setting the scene: In 1976 the Village of Saugatuck and the Village of Douglas existed
within the government unit of Saugatuck Township. When plans were made for the
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Bicentennial celebrations everything was planned through a Saugatuck Township
Committee. Saugatuck Township was the fiduciary agent and the committee’s legal
name was Saugatuck Township American Revolution Bicentennial Committee.
(STARBC). Committee members came from all over the township. Those included Ben
and Alice Wrobel, Bob Wolbrink Sr., not yet Senator Patty Birkholz, Jean Hallgren, Sally
Erlandson, Peg Sanford, Nat Steinberg, Penny and Joe Omarzu, and many others. It is
sad to say I think am the only one left from the committee. (Am I missing some names,
if so, please let me know.)
The major goals of the STARBC was 1) planning the festivities 2) building a Bandstand
on the Saugatuck waterfront 3) having that piece of property officially designated a Park
by the Saugatuck Village Council and 4) producing a historical map of the township
including residences as they appeared in June of 1975; important township historical
dates; and a page of historical photographs. Needless to say, these were a lofty list of
goals of an upstart committee without funding.
Why a Victorian Bandstand on the banks of the Kalamazoo River?
We were looking back with nostalgia at 200 years of our country’s history, and we were
looking forward in hopes of having the Saugatuck Village Council dedicate the three lots
as a waterfront park for the future. The river has always been a focal point of the
activities of the people and we wanted to have a place on the waterfront where people
could congregate. And congregate they did and still do!
The project was quoted at $15, 508. excluding the electrical work, lattice work, paint and
painting. Funds were raised from citizens from a Michigan Bicentennial Grant program,
local governments, the 3 local communities, summer residents, businesses, services,
social organizations and numerous exhausting fund raisers of the STARBC committee.
Nat Steinberg, an editorial artist for the Chicago American newspaper, retired to Douglas
in 1967 and immediately again drawing posters for local events. As a member of the
Committee he volunteered to draw an artist’s rendition of a Victorian Bandstand. That
picture was used to raise money for the bandstand and served as the model of the finished
bandstand. Architect Joe Omarzu, one of our summer residents, volunteered to design
and do the necessary drawings needed to build. The low bidder was well known
contractor Robert Kobernik. The wonderful Douglas Garden Club gave $1000 for
landscaping. Volunteers under the supervision of Frank Pluta, Village of Saugatuck Park
Superintendent, planned the landscape, and laid the sod. Another group of local
musicians and friends came forward to finish the lattice, to paint, and even lay sod. What
was missing? A weathervane! Committee member Sally Erlandson not only found the
perfect weathervane, she purchased it and had it installed. We were a devoted group!
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The Bandstand, even though it wasn’t finished, was dedicated on the 4th of July, 1976.
You, as Council members, need to know the history of the Bandstand and the Park before
you determine to destroy a Historical Structure in the Historical District that is full of
memories shared by the whole community. The Bandstand was and is a gift given to
Saugatuck by over 100 volunteers. Councils over the last forty-four years have not
treated it well! The Bandstand has been part of numerous and varied activities public &
private over the last 44 years, from weddings, commemorations, and Memorial Days, to
cruise ship docking, music in the park, art fairs, and Taste of Saugatuck, but it has not
received the care it has needed. As a symbol of our counties bi-centennial, community
involvement and volunteer spirit, it should be restored and commemorated as its’ 50th
year anniversary approaches.
A new structure for larger events would be much better suited in other areas, say Coghlin
Park, where the sloped hill and open view to the water would be an excellent location and
still draw the community downtown to the water, leaving the open-air bandstand properly
situated in the historic downtown with unimpeded views to the river as a symbol of the
history and citizens of our community and country.

Peg Sanford

616-566-0967

sanfordpeg3@gmail.com
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