
City of Saugatuck 
Historic District Commission 

Meeting Minutes February 6, 2025, 6:00 PM 
Saugatuck City Hall, 102 Butler Street 

Call to Order/Roll Call:  Chair Straker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Straker, Commission members:  Cannarsa, Gardner, Lampen & Paterson. 

Absent:  Commissioner Donahue. 

Others Present:  Director of Planning & Zoning Thompson, Deputy Clerk Williams. 

Approval of Minutes for January 2, 2025, Meeting: 
 Motion by Cannarsa, second by Gardner, to approve the minutes for the January 2, 2025, 

meeting.  Upon voice vote, the motion was carried 5-0. 

Public Comments:  None. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business:   
A. 40 Butler St. – Fence Replacement.

The applicant proposes a complete fence replacement project around the pool deck.  The
property is located in the Downtown Waterfront Preservation (C-2) Zoning District and the 
Historic District.  The building is not listed as a contributing resource. 

Motion by Paterson, second by Cannarsa to approve the fence replacement project at 40 
Butler Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted within the application materials.  
Approval shall be subject to the following condition:  They must use their second choice for 
materials listed in the packet, the natural cedar option.  Upon voice vote, motion carried 5-0. 

B. 115 Butler St. – Window Replacement.
The applicant requests approval for an upper-story picture window replacement.  The

property is located in the City Center (C-1) Zoning District and the Historic District.  The 
building is not listed as a contributing resource. 



Motion by Paterson, second by Cannarsa to approve proposed window replacement at 115 
Butler Street in accordance with the details submitted within the application materials.  Upon 
voice vote, motion carried 5-0. 
 
C.  234 Butler St. – Door Replacement: 

The applicant requests approval to replace the aging front entry doors.  The property is 
located in the City Center (C-1) Zoning District and the Historic District.  The building is not 
listed as a contributing resource. 

 
Motion by Cannarsa, second by Paterson, to approve the new front entry replacement doors 

at 234 Butler Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted within the application 
materials.  Approval shall be subject to the following conditions: 

• Must use real wood like the fiberglass door shown three quarter glass with a raised 
panel, one quarter bottom. 

• No simulated divided light. 
 
Upon voice vote, motion carried 4-1. 
Yeas: Cannarsa, Lampen, Paterson, Straker 
Nays:  Gardner 
 
D.  340/360 Water St – Exterior Remodel: 
 The applicant proposes a comprehensive exterior renovation project, including painting 
the entire structure, replacing accent materials, replacing three service doors, replacing railings 
with a cable rail system, and a rear renovation project to include overhead doors for five (5) 
waterfront-facing units.  The applicant is also considering artificial turf along the concrete patio 
area.  The property is located in the Downtown Waterfront Preservation (C-2) Zoning District 
and the Historic District.  The building is not listed as a contributing resource. 
 Commissioner Cannarsa recused himself from commenting or voting as he consulted on 
the project. 
 
 Motion by Paterson, second by Gardner to approve a comprehensive exterior renovation 
project at 340/360 Water Street, including painting of the entire structure, replacement of accent 
materials, replacement of three service doors, replacement of railings with a cable rail system, 
and a rear renovation project to include overhead door for five (5) waterfront facing units in 
accordance with the plans and details submitted within the application materials.  Note:  The 
applicant removed the astro-turf from the application, they will be leaving the concrete as is.  
Upon voice vote, motion carried 5-0.  

 
Administrative Approvals & Updates:  None. 
  
Communication:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
 
 



Commission Comments:   
• Paterson – He confirmed with the other Commission members and Zoning Director 

Thompson that the new proposed locations of the new bike racks being installed in  
town would have to come before the HDC.  

• Gardner – He strongly suggests that the owners of the property located at 340 Water 
Street do not paint over the beloved mural when the building is painted. 

• Straker – He said that the 2024 year-end review has been circulated for feedback.  It 
remains a work in progress, with some data still to be added.  Collaboration with 
Luke and Sara is ongoing to finalize details. If no feedback is received, the team will 
proceed with data entry and submission to the paper for publication.  
  

Adjourn:   
 Motion by Gardner, second by Cannarsa, to adjourn.  Upon voice vote, motion carried  
5-0.  Chairman Straker adjourned the meeting at 7:11 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Sara Williams 
____________ 
Deputy Clerk 


