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City of Saugatuck

Historic District Commission
Meeting Minutes April 3, 2025, 6:00 PM
Saugatuck City Hall, 102 Butler Street

Call to Order/Roll Call: Chair Straker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Chairman Straker, Commission members: Donahue, Cannarsa, Gardner, & Paterson.
Absent: Lampen & Root.

Others Present: Director of Planning & Zoning Thompson, Deputy Clerk Williams.

Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:
Motion by Paterson, second by Donahue, to move Item 7B for 131 Griffith Street — Reroof
to Item 8 Administrative Approvals. Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for March 6, 2025, & Special Meeting Minutes for
March 13, 2025:

Motion by Cannarsa, second by Donahue, to approve the Regular meeting minutes for
March 6, 2025, and the Special meeting minutes for March 13, 2025. Upon voice vote, the
motion was carried unanimously.

Public Comments: None.
Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:
A. 673 Lake St — Pool and Accessory Structure:

The applicant proposes several improvements to the rear yard, including a new pool, pool
house, patio, fire pit, fencing, and a resurfaced deck. Ryan and Joel from JLH pools were in
attendance to present the application to the commission. Ryan explained the project details,
including the proposed changes to the roof and pool design. They also discussed the
architectural styles and the decision to use a flat roof to match the house better and brought
material samples for the commission to view.

Gardner expressed concerns about the potential long-term impact of the proposed design
changes on the historic district, particularly the view from the water. While he acknowledged




improvements to the design, he emphasized preserving the historic character. Ryan and Joel
addressed these concerns by outlining modifications made to reduce visual impact. Cannarsa
inquired about the consistency of materials, and Ryan and Joel detailed the use of composite
materials for the deck. The Commission discussed how the wood ceiling affects the overall
aesthetic and connection between the house and the outbuilding. Cannarsa also recommended
painting the columns white to create a more cohesive appearance.

Motion by Gardner, second by Donahue, to approve the new pool, pool house, patio, fencing,
resurfaced deck, and demolition of the tool shed at 673 Lake Steet in accordance with the revised
plans and details submitted within the application materials and the revised plans that were
presented at the meeting by the applicant. Approval shall be subject to the following conditions:

1. Revised posts on pool house be white to match the current house.

2. Ceiling on porches on current house are resurfaced with tongue and groove wood
that matches the pool house that is in the revised packet that was provided at the
meeting.

3. Including the fence as submitted in the revised packet.

Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously.

B. 131 Griffith St - Reroof: Agenda item was moved to Item 8 - Administrative
Approvals. See Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions above for details.

C. 120 Mary St - Spa:

The applicant proposed changes to the previously approved rear yard amenities, including
an in-ground hot tub and landscaping. Michael Waechter was online to present the application.
He noted that this was a reduced scope from the original packet that was submitted with a pool
and a hot spa, and they reduced the overall build in the back to just have a spa.

Motion by Paterson, second by Donahue to approve the spa and rear yard landscaping at
120 Mary Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted within the application
materials. Upon voice vote, motion carried unanimously.

Administrative Approvals & Updates:
A. 131 Griftith St - Reroof

Communication: None.
Public Comment: None.
Commission Comments: None.
Adjourn:

Motion by Cannarsa, second by Gardner, to adjourn. Upon voice vote, motion carried
unanimously. Chairman Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:31 p.m.



Respectfully Submitted by,
Sara Williams

Deputy Clerk



