
 

 
 

City of Saugatuck 
Historic District Commission 

Meeting Minutes May 1, 2025, 6:00 PM - PROPOSED. 
Saugatuck City Hall, 102 Butler Street 

 
Call to Order/Roll Call:  Chair Straker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.                                                   
 
Present:  Chairman Straker, Commission members:  Donahue, Cannarsa, Gardner, Lampen, 
Paterson, & Root. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning & Zoning Thompson, Deputy Clerk Williams. 
 
Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:  None.  

 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for April 3, 2025: 
  Motion by Gardner, second by Donahue, to approve the Regular meeting minutes for 
April 3, 2025.  Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comments:  None. 

   
  Unfinished Business:  None. 

 
New Business:   

A. 152 Butler St – Commercial entryway replacement:   
 The applicant requests approval to replace the damaged exterior tiles in front of the store 

entryway with a concrete entry pad.  Dan Scarborough from Kilwin's proposed replacing a small 
section of damaged cement and tile, going down about 3-4 inches.  The commissioners 
appreciated the careful approach to preserving the historic character of the building.  They 
suggested potentially tinting the new concrete to match the existing tile and recommended saving 
the original tile pieces for future reference.   

 Motion by Donahue, second by Gardner, to approve the replacement of the damaged 
entryway tiles at 152 Butler Street with concrete in accordance with the plans and details  
submitted within the application materials.  The Commission requested that the applicant keep 
as much tile as possible that is removed for the next steward.  Upon voice vote, the motion was 
carried unanimously. 



 
B. 439 Butler St – Remove and repair Storefront window: 
 The applicant requests approval to temporarily remove a front window to repair 
its support structure.  James Fassen from AJ Nasser presented an application to repair a 
storefront window that fell in March at 439 Butler Street.  The commissioners found the 
application thorough and complete.  There were no significant questions or concerns 
raised.  Commissioner Gardner noted the building's historical significance, and 
Commissioner Cannarsa appreciated the detailed submission.   

 Motion by Donahue, second by Cannarsa, to approve the front window replacement 
project at 439 Butler Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted within the 
application materials.  Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 

 
C.  303 Culver St – Coghlin Park Historic Marker: 
 The City of Saugatuck and the Saugatuck Douglas History Center request approval to 
remove an existing sign and install a historic marker on a concrete pad at Coghlin Park.  
Planning and Zoning Administrator Thompson spoke on behalf of the City of Saugatuck and 
explained the new marker would cover the history of the SCA (Saugatuck Center for the Arts) 
and Blue Tempo, following the same format as other historical markers in town.  Commissioner 
Gardner inquired about the content, and Chair Straker noted the existing sign was outdated.  
Commissioner Cannarsa raised a brief concern about the sign’s height and view obstruction.  The 
Commission appreciates the continuity of the City’s historical markers. 

 Motion by Lampen, second by Paterson to approve replacement of the existing sign that 
is outdated, displaying outdated information with an additional historical marker on the 
concrete pad at Coghlin Park.  Upon voice vote, motion carried unanimously.  

 
Administrative Approvals & Updates:   

A. 102 Butler St – Replace Decking. 
B. 220 Culver St – Sign. 
C. 302 Culver St – Trim Replacement. 
D. 131 Mason St – Fence Panel Removal. 
E. 31 Butler St – Power Pedestal. 
F. 807 Lake St #9 – Door Replacement. 

  
Communication:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 

 
Commission Comments:   

• Gardner:  Commissioner Gardner discussed the decking at the Chain Ferry, appreciating 
that the city follows the same ordinances as the public.  He asked about the approval 
process for minor repairs, wondering if some work like replacing shingles or painting 
could be done administratively without coming before the full commission.  He wanted to 
ensure bureaucracy doesn’t slow down necessary maintenance and repairs, emphasizing 
the importance of efficiently completing good work.  Gardner then discussed the 
bathrooms at Mount Baldhead Park, noting that the City Council approved a $330,000 



bid to tear them down and build new ones.  He mentioned the existing bathrooms are 
likely 60-70 years old and have a rustic character.  Gardner pointed out that the new 
replacement will be brick and look more like the pump house.  He suggested the 
bathrooms could potentially be repurposed or relocated for public use elsewhere in the 
city, emphasizing the value of preserving historical structures. 

• Cannarsa:  Commissioner Cannarsa brought up an opportunity to rescue a historic one-
car garage from the Peterson property that was going to be torn down.  He suggested the 
garage, which has a 1940s look, could potentially be relocated to another property within 
or outside the historic district.  Cannarsa saw this as a chance to preserve a piece of local 
history and potentially enhance properties that could benefit from a historic garage.  He 
encouraged spreading the word to find someone interested in moving and preserving the 
structure. 

 
Adjourn:   
 Motion by Paterson, second by Cannarsa, to adjourn.  Upon voice vote, motion carried 
unanimously.  Chairman Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:32 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Sara Williams 
____________ 
Deputy Clerk 


