
City of Saugatuck 
Historic District Commission 

Meeting Minutes May 1, 2025, 6:00 PM 
 Saugatuck City Hall, 102 Butler Street 

Call to Order/Roll Call:  Chair Straker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Straker, Commission members:  Donahue, Cannarsa, Gardner, Lampen, 
    Paterson, & Root. 

Absent:  None. 

Others Present:  Director of Planning & Zoning Thompson, Deputy Clerk Williams. 

Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:  None. 

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for May 1, 2025: 
 Motion by Donahue, second by Cannarsa, to approve the Regular meeting minutes for 

May 1, 2025.  Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 

Public Comments:  None. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business:   
A. 611 Lake St – Accessory Structure:

The applicant proposes adding a sauna in the rear yard of the subject property.  
The sauna will be directly adjacent to the existing rear deck extending from the house.  
Jason Haywood presented a sauna that would match the existing home’s aesthetic, with 
cedar material and aluminum trim.  Commissioner Cannarsa raised concerns about the 
sauna looking like an appendage of the house, suggesting it should have a different 
material to distinguish it.  After detailed debate about its visibility from the street and 
water, the Commission ultimately came to the understanding it would be a freestanding 
structure that somewhat blends with the existing home.   

Motion by Donahue, second by Cannarsa, to approve the sauna in the rear yard 
of 611 Lake Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted within the 



application materials.  Upon voice vote, the motion was carried unanimously. 
 

B. 660 Lake St – Accessory Structure: 
 The discussion on 660 Lake Street focused on a new garage to replace one destroyed by a 
tree.  Patrick Murphy proposed a garage with Dutch lap siding, wood windows, and smooth 
doors.  The Commission suggested modifications to enhance its character, including 
changing the three panel windows to two double-hung windows, using a wood door with 
three glass panes, and adjusting the lighting.  They were concerned about maintaining the 
architectural character of the original garage.  After discussing design details, the 
Commission recommended amendments to make it more compatible with the existing home. 
 Motion by Lampen, second by Gardner, to approve the new detached garage with the 
recommended amendment being wood door with a similar light as the previous structure, two 
double-hung windows versus the three picture windows shown to match the side of the 
existing home in placement.  The applicant has the choice of one light over the door or two 
lights on either side of the garage door, which would be code to the door.  Upon voice vote, 
the motion was carried unanimously. 
 

Administrative Approvals & Updates:   
A. 102 Butler St – Chain Ferry Arbors. 
B. 129 Griffith St #102 – Attached sign. 
C. 129 Griffith St #102 – Sandwich Board sign. 

  
Communication:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 

 
Commission Comments:   
 Planning & Zoning Administrator Thompson  mentioned the next meeting is scheduled 
for July 3rd, which falls on the day before a holiday.  The Commissioners discussed potentially 
changing the meeting time or date.  Ultimately, they agreed to move the meeting to July 10, to 
ensure proper notice for applicants and the public.  Commissioner Gardner also suggested 
discussing the replacement of historic district signs at the next meeting. 
  
Adjourn:   
 Motion by Donahue, second by Cannarsa, to adjourn.  Upon voice vote, motion carried 
unanimously.  Chairman Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:54 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Sara Williams 
____________ 
Deputy Clerk 


