
City of Saugatuck 
Historic District Commission – Special Meeting 

Meeting Minutes July 31, 2025, 6:00 PM
Saugatuck City Hall, 102 Butler Street 

Call to Order/Roll Call:  Chair Straker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Chairman Straker, Commission members:  Donahue, Cannarsa, Gardner, Lampen, 
Paterson. 

Absent:  Root. 

Others Present:  Director of Planning & Zoning Thompson, Deputy Clerk Williams. 

Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:  None. 

Public Comments:  None. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business:   
A. 234 Spear St - Addition:

The applicant proposes constructing an addition to connect the existing home and detached
accessory building, along with adding a second story living space above the garage and several other 
improvements, including replacement siding, roofing, windows, and doors.  The project also involves 
removing the front garage portion of the existing detached accessory building. 

The Commission reviewed updated plans for the 234 Spear Street addition, which included 
connecting the garage to the house, adjusting ceiling heights, modifying window placements, and 
removing the freeze board.  Commissioners appreciated the thoughtful changes, noting they 
addressed previous concerns and improved the design.  After discussion and clarification of some 
architectural details, the Commission unanimously approved the addition and related improvements 
as submitted. 

Motion by Cannarsa, second by Donahue, to approve the addition to connect the existing 
home and detached garage, along with adding a second story living space above the garage and 
several other improvements for 234 Spear Street, in accordance with the plans and details 
submitted within the application materials.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried 6-0. 



 
Administrative Approvals & Updates:   None. 
  
Communication:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 

 
Commission Comments:   

• Straker:  He thanked Luke and Will for their service to the Commission, acknowledged 
that it was their last meeting, and presented Will with a gift, relating the book’s theme to 
the Commission’s work.  He expressed appreciation for their contributions and 
involvement, highlighting the positive impact they had on the group. 

• Donahue:  He expressed gratitude for the group, shared how much they have learned, and 
emphasized the importance of respectful engagement when people return to the 
Commission, thanking everyone for their positive approach. 

• Gardner:  He spoke on behalf of the City Council, highlighting the difficulty of finding 
volunteers for the Commission, the importance of continuity, and expressing appreciation 
for the outgoing members, noting they will be hard to replace. 

 
Adjourn:   
 Motion by Gardner, second by Cannarsa, to adjourn.  Upon voice vote, motion carried 
unanimously.  Chairman Straker adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Sara Williams 
____________ 
Deputy Clerk 


