
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
An in-person meeting held at 102 Butler St., Saugatuck, MI 

July 26, 2021 – 7:00 pm 
 

This meeting will be available live, virtually on Zoom at the following link, but is not open for virtual 
participation.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2698572603 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
4. Mayor’s Comments 
 
5. City Manager’s Report 
 
6. Agenda Changes   
 
7. Guest Speakers 

 
8. Reports 

A. Saugatuck Township Fire Department – Dan Fox 
B. Allegan County Sheriff – Brett Ensfield 

 
9.  Public Comment (Limit 3 minutes) 

 
10.   Consent Agenda 

Consent Agendas are items considered routine by the council and will be enacted by one motion. 
A.      Minutes 

1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – July 12, 2021 
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – July 21, 2021 

11.     Financial Actions 
A. Accounts Payable in the amount of $466,978.00 

 
12.     Unfinished Business  
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13.    New Business 
A. Consider Approval of MERS Defined Contribution Plan changes. 
B. Consider Approval of the Annual Sidewalk Sales Special Event Permit. 
C. Consider Approval of the Spear Street Block Party Special Event Permit. 
D. Consider Approval of the Mount Baldhead Challenge Special Event Permit.  

 
14.     Introduction of Ordinances 

A. Consider Approval of the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments to 
amend Sections 154.005, 154.032, 154.135, Chapter 154, Title XV, of the 
Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “Land Usage;” Zoning Ordinance. 

B. Consider Addition to Chapter 99, Title IX of the Code of the City of 
Saugatuck, entitled “General Regulations.” 

 
15.     Closed Session – Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h) of the Open Meetings Act – To 

consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or federal 
statute. 
 

16.     New Business 
A. Consideration of any action necessary discussed in closed session. 

 
17. Public Comments (Limit 3 minutes)  
 
18.    Communications 

A. Petition Against Floating Homes Ordinance 
 

19.   Council Comments 
 
20.   Adjourn (Roll Call) 
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City Managers Report – Highlights July 23, 2021 

 

Pop-up Patios & Social Districts  

Pop-ups 

Kate White continues to survey businesses on their thoughts regarding pop-up patios. 
Unfortunately, responses from retailers have been poor and she plans to make direct visits in the 
coming week to solicit input. The survey responses from retailers are important for her report 
which will be utilized for staff recommendations in the future.  

Social District 

As the pop-up patio study is being completed, Kate is transitioning her research to Social 
Districts. To date, Kate has spoken with three communities: Holland, Zeeland and Grand Rapids. 
She has emailed seven other communities: St. Joseph, Muskegon, Petoskey, Cadillac, Rockford, 
Ludington, and Lowell, waiting on responses and has reached out to Niles and Lansing. Kate 
received a helpful tip from Mark Miller at Grand Rapids that Niles has a Social District 
activity/fun space in their downtown and that Lansing branded their Social Districts well, with 
great signage. Members of Saugatuck City Council indicated that they would like to see a space 
with activities, the Sheriff Department supports that idea because it provides a destination. As a 
reminder, the Social District will commence after Labor Day.  

Oval Beach Staffing and operations  

Great news for Oval Beach, thanks to the efforts of Kate White and other members of staff, we 
are now utilizing compostable cups for most of our offerings at the concessions. This eliminates 
a large amount of Styrofoam. We will remain with a skeletal crew for the remainder of the 
season.  

DPW Seasonal Staff  

Staffing seasonal work remains challenging. Scott Herbert and his team are struggling to 
maintain parks and infrastructure and remains concerned about personnel for remainder of 
summer.  
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Doing more with less  

I’ve heard from many concerned citizens about deficiencies in maintenance, namely Oval Beach 
and Downtown. While complaints are commonplace for any municipality, the uptick in concerns 
are legitimate.  The maintenance deficiencies are not a mysterious occurrence, there is an 
increased demand on our infrastructure and fewer personnel to provide services. The demands 
are especially acute in attractive tourist destinations, largely Covid related. It’s well known that 
service-based industries around the country are struggling to hire and retain personnel, and it’s 
no different for Saugatuck. Attempts to flex-in outside contractors have failed, as they too are 
short on staff. Add to this, new services that the city had to quickly adapt to; pop-up patios and 
social districts being a few examples. We find ourselves surviving but not thriving. 

As a frame of reference, I provide you with revenue/expenses for Oval Beach, a direct reflection 
of use:  

 

Compare use of Oval with the staffing levels over the same time. Ideally Oval would be staffed 
at 20 employees to limit overtime and staff fatigue:  
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As for seasonal employees to assist with maintenance needs in the downtown area, we budget 
four employees, May 1st through Labor Day Weekend. However, we have only been able to 
retain one employee this year. This also influences Oval Beach operations as the seasonal 
employees typically assist with bathrooms and trash. To say this is a nightmarish situation for 
our Department of Public Works (DPW) Superintendent, Scott Herbert, wouldn’t be an 
exaggeration. Our collective team takes pride in attention to detail and given the current scenario 
we are not able to provide value added services.   

I thought it important to provide some data to highlight the reality of our current situation and 
this does not serve as a platform for excuses. Given our current state of affairs, there are a 
number of steps that are underway and more solutions to implement to assist with operations. 

Underway:  

• Council has approved the addition of a full time DPW staff member 
• Retain key personnel with competitive wages and benefits 
• Hire intern to assist administration, possibly transitioning into full time employee 
• Increase hourly rate for seasonal employees (which may continue to be a trend) 
• Attempts to outsource less technical maintenance needs 
• Discussions with Allegan County Sheriff for part time seasonal patrols of Oval  

Additionally: 

• Implement a strategic recruitment program for seasonal employees targeting high school 
and college students 

• Promote volunteerism that could assist with trash pick-up at our parks and other minor 
maintenance items  

 

Blue Star Trail Update  

Next steps for committee:  

• Set the next Tri-Community Committee meeting for Friday July 30. C2AE will have the 
current alternatives and cost opinions further refined and out to the Committee no later 
than the 27th or 28th.  At the July 30 meeting, our expectation is that the Committee 
select either one or two alternatives to take forward to the Public Open House. 

• We suggest scheduling the Open house for 8/17 as the first option, 8/16 as 2nd option and 
then 24th or 23rd if necessary. 

• It will be important to get information/invitations out well in advance of the meeting, and 
it should include a public advertisement as well as mailings to all of the 
businesses/residents along or close to the proposed route. 

• This may be jumping the gun a bit, but we have also discussed who we think might be the 
best applicant for the MDOT TAP grant. We would currently be leaning toward the City 
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of Saugatuck being the applicant. We can discuss that further, but should have a decision 
made by sometime in August. 

Floating Homes  

On your agenda for action.  

Dune Ridge Updates  

Related to the variance request: New legal counsel is reviewing questions presented by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Chair. A legal opinion will be drafted and shared with the ZBA 
and their next meeting is scheduled for July 28th.  

Road resurfacing (and utility) projects  

Park Street- Discussions on the project will likely include adding waterline service replacement 
to the scope causing further delays on the project.  

Campbell Road The city agreed to proceed a grant for the project. If the grant is not awarded, 
the project can be completed fall of ’21. If the grant is awarded the project would become a 
spring ’22 project. This is a shared project with Douglas.  

Mill Street- To receive millings from the North Park Street project sometime during this 
summer.   

Radar Signs & temporary traffic light & pedestrian crossing  

Radar sign ordered for Blue Star Highway. Working with Allegan County Sheriff Department on 
deployment.   

Pedestrian crossing signs placed near Chain Ferry.  

Milfoil update  

Please see attached newsletter developed by Kate White.  

AT&T & Verizon Cellular Facilities  

A partner company to AT&T is reviewing the structural integrity of the Mt. Baldhead Radar 
Tower to determine if it would be suitable for cellular facilities. Updates will be provided as their 
review continues. Verizon has submitted permitting for small cell technology which has been 
sent to new legal counsel for review.  

City Hall Office Space 

Thanks to a Saugatuck resident, I had a meeting at HermanMiller to begin strategizing on new 
office layout. The new office layout will likely bring recommendations on some interior 
renovations. The basic idea is to declutter, and to provide additional office space. I will provide 
updates to Council as ideas progress.  
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City of 
Saugatuck 

NEWSLETTER 
July 19th, 2021 

Eurasian Milfoil Treatment 
Information and Update 
Aquatic Doctors To Perform Second Rounds of Treatment on July 
28th - Confirmation Deadline for Second Treatment by Noon on July 
26th 

The first treatment for the invasive species, Eurasian watermilfoil, started on June 16th by the Aquatic 
Doctors Lake Management, Inc. Property owners that signed up and paid for the treatment before June 
15th were indicated on a treatment map that was given to the Aquatic Doctors. There are some 
concerns about the effectiveness of the treatment, so the purpose of this letter is to disseminate 
information to the property owners about the treatment process and factors that may affect how 
treatment works. The information on the process, State restrictions, and environmental impacts on 
treatment will help to clarify any concerns about the effectiveness of the treatment. 

The Aquatic Doctors, through their expertise, selected the Clipper product for the treatment process 
within the City of Saugatuck. The State of Michigan has its own regulations for Eurasian watermilfoil 
treatment with specific restrictions for each treatment product, so the Aquatic Doctors must follow any 
regulations for water treatment. One specific restriction imposed by the State of Michigan is a time 
interval limitation for treatments; for the Clipper product treatment, there is a 28 day minimum 
required between treatment dates. These time interval restrictions are in place to prevent and limit any 
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potential large-scale consequences to the aquatic ecosystems and to give the treatment product 
adequate time to affect the invasive species.  

Not only are there State restrictions on time intervals between treatment dates, the State has different 
restrictions in place in different locations across Michigan. The Aquatic Doctors have to follow the 
imposed chemical rates and restrictions. As determined by the State of Michigan, a 70% kill-off rate for 
this particular invasive species is considered successful treatment, but the Aquatic Doctors, through 
their expertise, have a higher standard for success and aim for a 80-90% kill-off rate.  

It is important to note the impact environmental factors have on the treatment rates. Given that this is 
an aquatic treatment, factors like current, temperature, wind, and rainfall have a significant impact on 
the flow of the treatment product and its ability to 
reach areas across the Kalamazoo Lake and River. Not 
all areas across the treatment area will appear weed-
free; each treatment area has unique densities, 
absorption rates, and water factors, which affect the 
stages of dying and dropping for milfoil. Some areas 
will be affected quicker by treatment than other 
areas, giving the appearance of an ineffective 
treatment. Due to the intricacies of environmental 
treatment, this is why a second treatment will be 
performed by the Aquatic Doctors on July 28th. 
Second treatment of the milfoil will help more 
product drop to kill-off already existing milfoil and to 
inhibit new milfoil growth. Milfoil plants that 
regenerate after the first treatment will be severely 
impacted by the second treatment. The Aquatic Doctors are seeing good results from the first treatment 
and are expecting significantly better results with the second treatment. 

Another important element to note is that the general population may not be able to differentiate 
between what the native species of weeds in the Kalamazoo Lake and River look like and the 
appearance of the invasive species. A heavily weeded area in the water may seem like milfoil weeds 
when it is actually a natvie species of weeds. There may be concerns about the effectiveness of 
treatment, but it is important to remember the treatment process, restrictions, and the environmental 
factors that may have affected the success rate of the first treatment in different areas. The second 
treatment will more successfully impact the Eurasian watermilfoil presence in the City of Saugatuck.  

As stated earlier, the second round of treatment will start on July 28th, so the deadline to confirm that 
property owners want to pay for a second round of treatment on their property is noon on July 26th. 
The cost for the second treatment will be the same as the first treatment cost, as determined by the 
linear footage of your property on the waterfront. It is important to note that the second treatment will 
have a more significant effect on the invasive species and comes highly recommended for effective 

Graves Lovell Alabama DCNR 
Bugwood.org. Retrieved from 
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664
,7-324-68002_74282-368765--,00.html  
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treatment against the milfoil. After receiving this newsletter, an invoice from the Office of the Treasurer 
will be sent to the property owner’s email address. Confirm that you want to receive second treatment 
via email by emailing Peter Stanislawksi at peter@saugatuckcity.com or Kate White at 
KWhite@saugatuckcity.com; you may also confirm in-person or by calling City Hall at (269)857-2603. 
You may confirm payment for the treatment over the phone by calling City Hall and choosing the option 
for the Treasurer, or you may come in to City Hall to pay in-person, or you may send a check by mail 
addressed to the City of Saugatuck, City Treasurer Peter Stanislawski, PO Box 86, Saugatuck, MI 49453.  
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
July 12, 2021 – 7:00 pm 

 
The City Council met for Special Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held using 
Zoom video/audio conference technology due to the COVID-19 restrictions currently in place. 

 
1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bekken at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  Attendance 
  Present: Bekken, Stanton, Leo, Lewis, Peterson, Dean, & Trester 
  Absent: None 
 Others Present:  City Manager Heise, City Clerk Gallagher, and Zoning Administrator 

Osman. 
 
1. Mayor’s Comments 

A. Recognized the passing of John ___. He asked council to allow the flag to be set at 
half-mast.  

 
2. City Manager’s Comments 

 
3. Agenda Changes  

Mayor Bekken moved to remove the agreements from the consent agenda to new 
business items D & E. 

 
4. Reports 

A. A. Fire Department EMS Report 2020-2021  
B. B. Allegan County Sheriff – Incident Analysis Report - June 2021 

 
5. Public Comment  
 
6. Consent Agenda 

A. Minutes  
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – June 28, 2021  
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – July 7, 2021 

B. Payables  
1. Accounts Payable in the amount of $236,218.06  
2. Payroll in the amount of $189,932.72 
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Motion was made by Lewis, 2nd by Stanton to approve the consent agenda as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  

 
7. Unfinished Business 

A. Amend Blue Star Trail Resolution 200928-B. 
- Motion was made by Lewis, 2nd by Dean to Amend Blue Star Trail Resolution 

200928-B. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
8. New Business 

A. Approve Resolution 210707-A to Add Frederick Street to the official ACT 
51 Map for the City of Saugatuck.  
- Motion was made by Trester, 2nd by Leo to Approve Resolution 210707-A to 

Add Frederick Street to the official ACT 51 Map for the City of Saugatuck. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  

 
B. Approve Resolution 210707-B to make Ryan the City Street Administrator. 

- Motion was made by Dean, 2nd by Lewis to Approve Resolution 210707-B to 
make Ryan the City Street Administrator. Motion carried unanimously by roll 
call vote.  
 

C. Approve proposal from Fence Consultants of West Michigan in the amount 
of $3,239.56 and TNT Roofing in the amount of $2,500.00. 
- Motion was made by Lewis, 2nd by Leo to approve proposal from Fence 

Consultants of West Michigan in the amount of $3,239.56 and TNT Roofing in 
the amount of $2,500.00. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 

D. Approve Shoreline Technology agreement as presented. 
- Motion was made by Trester, 2nd by Lewis to approve Shoreline Technology 

agreement as presented. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 

E. Approve Social District Property Transfer for the Butler to the Saugville 
Grill, LLC as presented. 
- Motion was made by Lewis, 2nd by Dean to approve Shoreline Technology 

agreement as presented. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
  
9.    Public Comments 
 
10.    Communications 

A. Lefort - Potholes 
 
11.   Council Comments 

A. Council Member Peterson – Thanks to all the emergency planning department 
and Mike Johnson with the Sherriff’s Department. She also asked about 
the orange cones being put up around town that have been purchased. 

B. Council Member Trester also commended the Sheriff’s department. He thanked 
the Phelps?? Family for their service and the Butler.  

22



C. Council Member Dean echoed the thank you to Mr. Johnson for stepping up for 
the fireworks and the first responders for keeping everyone safe.  

D. Council Member Lewis thanked everyone for the successful fourth of July. You 
will be seeing paper gators showing up around the community. Douglas 
and Saugatuck Township have one and it has recently been approved in 
the City of Saugatuck to help with the recycling of paper.  

E. Council Member Stanton thanked Kate White and Ryan Heise on their gathering 
of information for the pop-up patios and appreciates all the data collected 
for the patios.  

F. Mayor Bekken announced that we are hoping to have in-person meetings soon 
and run a test run at our next Council Workshop on July 21 at 4pm. 

 
12.   Adjournment 
  A motion was made by Lewis, 2nd by Stanton to adjourn at 7:52 p.m.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
________________________ 
Padley Gallagher 
City Clerk 
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PROPOSED CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
July 21, 2021 – 4:00 pm 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bekken at 4:00 p.m.

2. Attendance
Present: Bekken, Stanton, Leo, Lewis, Peterson, Dean, & Trester
Absent: None
Others Present:  City Manager Heise, City Intern White, and Zoning Administrator
Osman.

3. Mayor’s Comments

4. City Manager’s Comments

5. Agenda Changes

6. Guest Speakers
A. Introduction of New Legal Counsel

7. Public Comment

8. Unfinished Business

9. New Business
A. MERS Defined Contribution Plan
B. Annual Sidewalk Sales – Special Event Permit
C. Spear Street Block Party – Special Event Permit

10. Introduction of Ordinances
A. Zoning Ordinance 210726-A - Floating Homes

Motion by Peterson 2nd by Lewis to introduce Zoning Ordinance 210726-A for
action at the Regular Council Meeting on July 26, 2021. Motion carried
unanimously by voice vote. Council Member Staton recused herself from the vote.

B. Regulatory Ordinance 210726-B - Floating Homes
Motion by Peterson 2nd by Stanton to introduce Regulatory Ordinance 210726-B
for action at the Regular Council Meeting on July 26, 2021. Motion carried
unanimously by voice vote. Council Member Staton recused herself from the vote.
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11. Public Comments  

 
12.  Communications 

a. against Floating Homes Ordinances 
 

13.  Council Comments 
 

14.  Adjournment 
  A motion was made by Trester 2nd by Dean to adjourn at 5:16 p.m.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
________________________ 
Padley Gallagher 
City Clerk 
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INVOICE APPROVAL BY INVOICE REPORT FOR CITY OF SAUGATUCK 1/3Page:07/23/2021 12:01 PM
User: Peter
DB: Saugatuck

EXP CHECK RUN DATES 07/13/2021 - 07/26/2021
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED

BOTH OPEN AND PAID

Amount Description
Vendor Name

ALLEGAN COUNTY NEWS1.
497.00 PUBLISHING

ALLEGAN COUNTY SHERIFF2.
48.00 DEBT CREW

198.00 DEBT CREW
25,725.72 SHERIFF CONTRACT
7,552.66 4TH OF JULY

33,524.38 TOTAL 

ALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER3.
160,920.72 PROPERTY TAXES

AT&T MOBILITY4.
82.29 CELL PHONES

BBC DISTRIBUTING LLC5.
765.83 OVAL
356.96 OVAL

1,122.79 TOTAL 

BLOOM SLUGGETT PC6.
326.50 TAX TRIBUNAL

3,566.00 LEGAL FEES

3,892.50 TOTAL 

BS&A SOFTWARE7.
3,293.00 SOFTWARE UPDATES & ANNUAL SUPPORT
2,100.00 PUBLIC RECORDS SEARCH

5,393.00 TOTAL 

CARELTON EQUIPMENT8.
473.63 REPAIRS

CITY OF DOUGLAS9.
121.33 ELECTION SHARE COST

COMCAST10.
163.40 TELEPHONES & INTERNET

CONSUMERS ENERGY11.
3,602.81 ELECTRIC

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK ENGINEERING INC12.
400.00 BRIDGE INSPECTION

2,097.78 ENGINEERING FEES

2,497.78 TOTAL 

FRONTIER13.
190.49 DPW GARAGE
159.21 OVAL
82.36 OVAL 911

432.06 TOTAL 

GORDON FOOD SERVICE14.
3,098.37 CONCESSION

GRAND RAPIDS POPCORN15.
260.30 CONCESSION

IHLE AUTO PARTS16.
28.89 SUPPLIES

JONKER'S GARDEN17.
89.98 FLOWERS

LORRIE PASTOOR18.
100.00 CLEANING SERVICES

MERCHANTS BANCARD NETWORK19.
2,864.04 OVAL CREDIT CARD FEES

MERS20. 26



INVOICE APPROVAL BY INVOICE REPORT FOR CITY OF SAUGATUCK 2/3Page:07/23/2021 12:01 PM
User: Peter
DB: Saugatuck

EXP CHECK RUN DATES 07/13/2021 - 07/26/2021
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED

BOTH OPEN AND PAID

Amount Description
Vendor Name

4,635.62 RETIREMENT
MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES21.

47.54 BUTLER STREET BATHROOM
39.43 DPW GARAGE
45.43 CITY HALL
45.40 BUTLER ST BATHROOM
42.92 CITY HALL

220.72 TOTAL 

MINER SUPPLY CO22.
2,806.44 SUPPLIES

NET2PHONE INC23.
177.63 TELEPHONES

OTTAWA AREA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DIS24.
95,281.94 PROPERTY TAXES

PETTY CASH25.
52.63 OVAL

PRIORITY HEALTH26.
6,694.24 HEALTH INSURANCE

PURITY CYLINDER GASES INC27.
40.25 CONCESSION

RATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY CO28.
268.31 SIGNS

REPUBLIC SERVICES29.
498.44 TRASH
532.19 TRASH
114.44 TRASH

1,145.07 TOTAL 

SAUGATUCK FIRE30.
150.00 SHORT TERM RENTALS

SAUGATUCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS31.
126,995.64 PROPERTY TAXES

SEPTIC TANK SYSTEMS CO INC32.
342.00 PORT A JOHNS 
320.00 OVAL

662.00 TOTAL 

SHORELINE TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS33.
1,417.00 COMPUTER SERVICES

SISTERS IN INK34.
55.16 UNIFORMS

SMART BUSINESS SOURCE LLC35.
41.95 SUPPLIES

SPECTRUM PRINTERS INC36.
99.73 ELECTION MATERIALS

STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY37.
317.05 INSURANCE

STATE OF MICHIGAN38.
6,727.37 4TH OF JULY

WESTENBROEK MOWER INC39.
23.98 SUPPLIES

383,198.30 Fund 701 - CURRENT TAX FUND
1,268.75 Fund 661 - MOTOR POOL FUND

428.45 Fund 203 - LOCAL STREETS
2,952.58 Fund 202 - MAJOR STREETS

79,093.78 Fund 101 - GENERAL FUND
FUND TOTALS:

466,978.00 TOTAL - ALL VENDORS
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INVOICE APPROVAL BY INVOICE REPORT FOR CITY OF SAUGATUCK 3/3Page:07/23/2021 12:01 PM
User: Peter
DB: Saugatuck

EXP CHECK RUN DATES 07/13/2021 - 07/26/2021
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED

BOTH OPEN AND PAID

Amount Description
Vendor Name

36.14 Fund 715 - ROSE GARDEN
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From:		
Meeting Date:  
Subject: 	 	

Ryan Heise

July 26, 2021

Special Event Permit	- Annual SDABA Sidewalk Sales

DESCRIPTION:

Special event application submitted from SDABA to hold an annual sidewalk sales event in 
downtown Saugatuck City on August 19, 2021. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: N/A

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REVIEW: N/A 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

SAMPLE MOTION:

Motion to approve/deny special event application from SDABA to hold annual sidewalk sales event 

in downtown Saugatuck City on August 19, 2021 approval contingent upon approval by 

emergency services and DPW.

102 Butler Street  ★  P.O. Box 86  ★  Saugatuck, MI 49453  ★  (269) 857-2603  ★  www.saugatuckcity.com
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102 Butler Street y P.O. Box 86 y Saugatuck, MI 49453 
Phone: 269-857-2603 y Website: www.saugatuckcity.com 

 

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION 
Must be filled out in its entirety & returned to the City Clerk’s Office 30 days prior to scheduled event 

 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION INFORMATION 
 

LEGAL BUSINESS NAME:       TELEPHONE:     
 

MAILING ADDRESS:              
 

CONTACT NAME:        TELEPHONE:     
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:         CELL PHONE:     
 

CONTACT PERSON ON DAY OF EVENT 
 

CONTACT NAME:        TELEPHONE:     
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:         CELL PHONE:     
 

EVENT INFORMATION 
 
NAME OF EVENT:        DATE(S) OF EVENT:    
 
PURPOSE OF EVENT:        RAIN DATE:     
 
� Non-Profit  � For-Profit  � City Operated/Sponsored  � Co-Sponsored 
 

� Marathon/Race � Festival/Fair � Video/Film Production  � Other     
 
EVENT LOCATION:        EVENT HOURS:    
 
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF ATTENDEES:           
 
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS:           
 
ESTIMATE DATE / TIME FOR SET-UP:       �A.M.   � P.M.  
 
ESTIMATE DATE / TIME FOR CLEAN-UP:        �A.M.   � P.M.  

Council Action 
 

  Approved 
 
  Denied 
 
  Date 
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EVENT DETAILS  
 

WILL MUSIC BE PROVIDED DURING THIS EVENT: �  Yes  �  No 
 

TYPE OF MUSIC PROPOSED: �  Live  �  Amplification �  Recorded  �  Loudspeakers 
 

PROPOSED TIME MUSIC WILL BEGIN:    END:      
 

FOOD VENDORS/CONCESSIONS: (Contact Allegan County Health Department) �  Yes  �  No 
  �  Provide Copy of Health Department Food Service License 
 
WILL ALCOHOL BE SERVED AT THIS EVENT: �  Yes  �  No 
  �  Provide Copy of Liquor Liability Insurance (listing the City as additionally insured) 
  �  Provide Copy of Michigan Liquor Control License 
If yes, describe measures to be taken to prohibit the sale of alcohol to minors:      
 
                
 
WILL FIREWORKS BE APART OF EVENT: �  Yes  �  No 
  �  Provide Copy of Liability Insurance (listing the City as additionally insured) 
  �  Provide Copy of Fireworks Permit 
 
EVENT SIGNAGE: City Council approval is required for any temporary signing in the public right-of-way, across 
a street or on City property.  Which of the following signs are requested for this event: 
 

� “YARD” SIGNS - Number requested: ___ (Maximum size is 2’ x2’.  Cannot be displayed no more than 15 
days prior to first day of event and must be removed 24 hours after end of event.) 

 

� BANNER UNDER SAUGATUCK PALETTE SIGN  - (Size cannot be greater than 14’ x 4’).  Cannot be 
displayed more than 15 days prior to first day of event and must be removed 24 hours after end of 
event.) 

 

� SIGNAGE AT EVENT SITE - Location(s):            
 

 Description of signs:             
 (Signs at event site cannot be displayed prior to day of the event and must removed at the end of the 

event.) 
 
TENTS/CANOPIES/MISC: The City of Saugatuck does not have tents, stage, tables or chairs available for rental.  
There are a number of businesses listed in the yellow pages under “Rental Service Stores” that specialize in 
the rental of event supplies.  Will the following be constructed or located in the event area: 
 

� BOOTHS – QUANTITY     � TENTS – QUANTITY    
 

� AWNINGS – QUANTITY     � TABLES – QUANTITY    
 

� PORTABLE TOILETS – QUANTITY    
 
VENDOR PARKING: Have you made arrangement for vendor parking?  �  Yes �  No 
 

If yes, where do you propose your vendors park?         
 

Will the Interurban be utilized?  �  Yes �  No  Time(s)      
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 � APPROVED    � DENIED         
        Authorized Personnel Signature 
 

Will this event require the use of any of the following municipal equipment: �  Yes  �  No 
 

� TRASH RECEPTACLES – QUANTITY    � BARRICADES – QUANTITY    
 

� TRAFFIC CONES – QUANTITY     � PARKING SIGNS – QUANTITY   
 

� FENCING  � WATER  �ELECTRIC  � RESTROOM CLEANING  
 

� OTHER               
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT   
 � APPROVED    � DENIED         
        Authorized Personnel Signature 
 

ADDITIONAL OFFICERS REQUIRED?  �  Yes  �  No 
 

If yes please describe & include times           
 

Other (describe):              
 
SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT  
 � APPROVED    � DENIED         
        Authorized Personnel Signature 
 

STREET CLOSURES:  �  Yes  �  No  (use attached map to outline proposed closures) 
 

 Street closure date/time:       � A.M.   � P.M.  
  

 Street re-open date/time:       � A.M.   � P.M.  
 

SIDEWALK CLOSURES:  �  Yes  �  No  (use attached map to outline proposed closures) 
 

Describe Sidewalk Use:            
 

 Sidewalk closure date/time:        � A.M.   � P.M. 
  

 Sidewalk re-open date/time:        � A.M.   � P.M.  
 
PARKING LOT CLOSURES: �  Yes  �  No  (use attached map to outline proposed closures) 
 

 Parking Lot Location:             
 

 Sidewalk closure date/time:        � A.M.   � P.M.  
  

 Sidewalk re-open date/time:        � A.M.   � P.M.  
 

 What parking arrangements are proposed to accommodate potential attendance:    
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APPLICATION CHECK LIST 
 

�  Completed Application 
 

�  Event Map (includes detailed event layout for vendors, booths, porta potties, etc.) 
 

�  Road/Sidewalk/Parking Lot Closure Map 
 

�  Certificate of Insurance (listing the City of Saugatuck as additionally insured) 
 

�  Fireworks Permit (if applicable) 
 

�  Michigan Liquor Control Commission Special Event License (if applicable) 
 

�  Health Department Food Service License (if applicable) 
 

If document is missing, please explain:           
 
The applicant and sponsoring organization understand and agrees to: 
 

Provide a certificate of insurance with all coverages deemed necessary for the event, name the City of 
Saugatuck as an additional insured on all applicable policies and submit the certificate to the City Clerk’s Office 
no later than one (1) week following notice of the event approval. 
 

Comply with all City and County Ordinances and applicable State laws, City policies and acknowledges that the 
special events permit does not relieve the applicant or organization from meeting any application 
requirements of law or other public bodies or agencies. 
 

Applicant and sponsoring organization further understands the approval of this special event may include 
additional requirements and/or limitations based on the City’s review of this application.  The applicant and 
sponsoring organization understands that it may be necessary to meet with City staff during the review of this 
application and that City Council approval is necessary. 
 

Applicant understands that he/she is responsible for contacting the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
and/or Allegan County Health Department to secure all permits required for this event. 
 

Applicant agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of Saugatuck, Michigan from any claim, 
demand, suit, loss, cost of expense or any damage which may be asserted, claimed or recovered against or 
from this Special Event by reason of any damage to property, personal injury or bodily injury, including death, 
sustained by any person whomsoever and which damage, injury or death arises out of or is incident to or in 
any way connected with the performance of this contract, and regardless of which claim, demand, damage, 
loss cost of expense is caused in whole or in part by the negligence of the City of Saugatuck or by third parties, 
or by the agents, servants, employees or factors of any of them. 
 

As the duly authorized agent of the sponsoring organization, I hereby apply for approval of this Special Event 
and affirm the above understandings.  The information provided on this application is true and complete to 
the best of my knowledge. 
 
 
                
Applicant Signature         Date 
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CITY OF SAUGATUCK

COUGHLIN PARK
PARK USE PERMIT APPLICATION

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NORTH
APPLICANT TO SKETCH LOCATION OF PROPOSED
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, TENTS, STAGES,
EQUIPMENT, TRAILERS, PORTA POTTY'S, ETC...

KALAMAZOO RIVER

COUGHLIN PARK BOUNDARY

CULVER STREET
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E

E
T
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CITY OF SAUGATUCK

VILLAGE SQUARE PARK
PARK USE PERMIT APPLICATION

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NORTH

APPLICANT TO SKETCH LOCATION OF PROPOSED
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, TENTS, STAGES,
EQUIPMENT, TRAILERS, PORTA POTTY'S, ETC...

VILLAGE SQUARE
PARK BOUNDARY

MAIN STREET

B
U
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E

R
 S

TR
E

E
T
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CITY OF SAUGATUCK

WICKS PARK
PARK USE PERMIT APPLICATION

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

WATER STREET

NORTH

APPLICANT TO SKETCH LOCATION OF PROPOSED
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, TENTS, STAGES,
EQUIPMENT, TRAILERS, PORTA POTTY'S, ETC...

KALAMAZOO RIVER

WICKS PARK BOUNDARY
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E
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T
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E
E

T
M

A
R

Y
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= Denotes 2 Barriers for road closures



 
 

 Page 1 of 2 
 

3342 Blue Star Highway 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
Phone: 269 857-3000 
E-mail: office@saugatuckfire.org 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR TENT STRUCTURES 
 

 
Date: ________________ Location: ______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ Municipality: ______________________ 

 
 

Note this is a partial check list of requirements based on the International Fire Code 2015 
edition (IFC).  If you have further requirements consult with Saugatuck Twp. Fire District. 
 
Check off when complete: 
 
_____ A detailed site and floor plan for tents with an occupant load of 50 or more shall 
 be provided with each application for approval.  The floor plan shall indicate  details 
 the means of egress, seating capacity, arrangement of seating and  
 location of any heating and electrical equipment.  (3103.6) 
 
_____ Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided.  (3103.8.1 / 503) 
 
_____ Tents shall not be located within 20 feet of lot lines, buildings, other tents, parked 
 vehicles, or internal combustion engines.  Support ropes and guy wires shall be 
 considered as part of the tent.  Note:  There are exceptions, consult with the 
 Saugatuck Township Fire District.  (3103.8.2) 
 
_____ An unobstructed fire break passageway or fire road not less than 12 feet wide and
 free from guy ropes, or other obstructions shall be maintained on all sides of all 
 tents. (3103.8.6) 
 
_____ All tents and side curtains shall be composed of flame resistant material in 
 accordance with NFPA 701 and IFC. (3104.2) 
 
_____ Tents shall have a permanently affixed label bearing the identification of size and 
 fabric or material type.  (3104.3) 
 
_____ A copy of the certificate attesting to the flame resistance of the fabric shall be 
 submitted to Saugatuck Township Fire District. (3104.4) 
 
_____ Combustible materials shall not be located within any tent structure. (3104.5)   
 
_____ Open flame or other devices emitting flame, fire or heat including parked cars 
 shall not be permitted inside or within 20 feet of the tent. (3104.7) 
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 Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
_____ Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided at the exits.  A minimum rating size 

      of 2A10BC.  (3104.12 /906) 
  
_____ The occupant load shall be stated.  (3104.14 / Chapter 10) 
 
_____ Side curtains shall be flame resistant and when used at exit openings shall be of a 
 color that contrasts with the color of the tent.  (3103.12.3) 
 
_____ Aisles having a minimum width of not less than 44 inches shall be provided from 
 seating areas and aisles shall progressively increase in width to provide, at all  points, 

not less than 1 foot or aisle width for each 50 persons served by such aisle at that   
point.  (3103.12.5) 

 
_____ A minimum number of means of egress and means of egress widths are as follows:  
  (3102.12.5.1)   
 Occupant Load  Min. # of Means of Egress  Min. Width of Egress 
        10-199           2        72” 
                 200-499           3                                           72” 
 
_____ Exits shall be clearly marked if the occupant load is 50 or more.  (3103.12.6) 
 
_____ Exit signs shall be approved self-luminous type or shall be internally or externally 
 illuminated.   (3103.12.6.1) 
 
_____ Means of egress shall be illuminated. (3103.12.7) 
 
_____ Required width of exits, aisles and passageways shall be maintained at all times. 

 (3103.12.8) 
             
_____ Trained crowd manager/supervisor shall be provided at a ratio of one crowd 
 manager/supervisor for every 250 occupants. (3104.20.2)   
 
_____ “No Smoking” signs shall be posted in conspicuous locations. (3104.6)  
 
_____ Provide STFD with a copy of the “Miss Dig” ticket number and documentation for    
          location and marking of underground utilities where tent will be erected. (102.9)  
 
_____ Saugatuck Township Fire District will inspect the tent installation.  
 
Signature of Applicant:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Fire Inspector: __________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ___________________ 
          Revised 8/2016-CM 
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Ryan Heise

July 26, 2021

Special Event Permit	- Spear Street Block Party

From:		
Meeting Date:  
Subject: 	 	

DESCRIPTION:
Special event application submitted from SDABA to hold an annual sidewalk sales event in 
downtown Saugatuck City on August 15, 2019. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: N/A

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REVIEW: N/A 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

SAMPLE MOTION:

Motion to approve/deny special event application from Russ Gardner to hold annual Spear Street 

Block Party event in Saugatuck City on August 14, 2021 approval contingent upon approval by 

emergency services and DPW.

102 Butler Street  ★  P.O. Box 86  ★  Saugatuck, MI 49453  ★  (269) 857-2603  ★  www.saugatuckcity.com
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Ryan Heise

July 26, 2021

Special Event Permit	- Mount Baldhead Challenge

From:		
Meeting Date:  
Subject: 	 	

DESCRIPTION:
Annual Multi-Terrain race in honor of front-line safety/medical workers. All proceeds go to the 
Boys & Girls club. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: N/A

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REVIEW: N/A 

LEGAL REVIEW: N/A 

SAMPLE MOTION:

Motion to approve/deny special event application from Rotary Club of Saugatuck-Douglas to 

hold annual Mount Baldhead Challenge Race event in Saugatuck City on September 11, 2021 

approval contingent upon approval by emergency services and DPW.

102 Butler Street  ★  P.O. Box 86  ★  Saugatuck, MI 49453  ★  (269) 857-2603  ★  www.saugatuckcity.com
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City Council 

Agenda Item Report 

Item_______________ 

FROM: Cindy Osman Planning and Zoning

MEETING DATE: July 26, 2021

SUBJECT:  Introduction of Ordinance to amend Sections 154.005, 154.032, 154.135 and add 
Chapter 99 to regulate floating homes.   

DESCRIPTION:  To define floating homes and full service marina, establish required parking for 
floating homes, and to add Chapter 99 – regulatory ordinance for floating homes.       

TIMELINE: 

July 21, 2021, Ordinances introduced to Council for first reading at a special 
meeting, 

July 26, 2021, Council action on the ordinances. 

August 5, 2021, Publications of ordinances – effective date August 15, 2021. 

Effective date: August 15, 2021. 

Moratorium expires August 23, 2021. 

BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED 

N/A 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REVIEW 

Proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments were reviewed by Planning Commission on July 15, 
2021 and recommends that City Council adopt the attached zoning ordinance amendments.   

LEGAL REVIEW 

Reviewed and prepared by City Attorney Cliff Bloom.  

SAMPLE MOTIONS: 

Motion to approve/deny the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments to amend Sections 154.005, 
154.032, 154.135, Chapter 154, Title XV, of the Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “Land 
Usage;” Zoning Ordinance.  

Motion to add Chapter 99, Title IX of the Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “General 
Regulations.”  
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SAUGATUCK 

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO.  210726-A 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE XV, CHAPTER 154, SECTION 154.005, 

154.032, and 154.135 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SAUGATUCK 

The City of Saugatuck Ordains: 

Section 1.  Amendment of Section 154.035.  That Section 154.005, Chapter 154, 
Title XV, of the Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “GENERAL PROVISION, 
DEFINITIONS,” is amended to add definitions of Floating Home, and definition of full 
service marina: 

FLOATING HOME. Any structure or item which is waterborne or is supported 
by means of flotation (or suspension over a river or lake), designed to be used 
without a permanent foundation, used, intended, or designed to be built, used, 
rented, leased, let, or hired out to be occupied, or which is occupied for living 
purposes with facilities for living and sleeping, and often cooking and eating as 
well. The term “floating home” shall also include a “floating house,” “liveaboards”, 
“ark,”, “barge”, and any other boat or vessel which is designed or used primarily 
for living or as a house, domicile or dwelling rather than for water transport or 
recreational purposes. The definition of floating home can also include a 
“houseboat” which exhibits any of the following traits: 

(1) Is over 25 feet long.
(2) Is over 15 feet in height above the water when calm.
(3) Cannot be readily propelled through the water at a speed of at least 15 miles

per hour.
(4) Is not certified by the United States Coast Guard or other government
agency as a water-worthy boat or watercraft.

When determining whether a boat, vessel or float is a “floating home” for purposes 
of this Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator (or such other official as the City 
Council may designate) shall also consider the following: 

a. Whether the structure or item is usually kept at a fixed mooring point;
b. Whether the structure or item is actually used on a regular basis for

transportation or navigation;
c. Whether the structure or item has a permanent or continuous connection to

the shore for electrical, plumbing, water, or other utility service;
d. Whether the structure or item has the performance characteristics of a

vessel typically used for navigation or transportation on water;
e. Whether the structure or item can be readily removed from the water;
f. Whether the structure or item is used for intermittent or extended human-

habitation or occupancy;
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g. Whether the structure or item clearly has a means of substantial and
continuous propulsion, and appropriate power / size ratio;

h. Whether the structure or item is safe to navigate or use for transportation
purposes;

i. Whether the structure or item has a factory or manufacturer installed and
operable water propulsion system;

j. That a structure or item could occasionally move from place to place in the
water, or that it qualifies under a federal or state regulatory program as a
vessel or boat, are factors that would not be determinative; and

k. Such other factors as are relevant to determining the nature of the item or
vessel at issue.

   MARINA, FULL SERVICE.  A dock or docks, marina, waterfront area or a 
basin with mooring or docking services for boats and yachts.  To be considered a 
Full Service Marina, the marina shall provide at a minimum all of the following on-
site services: 

a. Off-street parking in accordance with Section 154.130.
b. Electrical supply inspected and approved by a Registered Code Official.
c. Potable water distribution inspected and approved by a Registered Code Official.
d. Weekly pump out (or more frequently) of grey water and black water

appropriately disposed of in accordance with state law.
e. Solid waste dumpster with screening in accordance with Chapter 50.
f. Working toilet (not portable toilets) and showers for users of the marina.
g. Is open to the general public.

Section 2.  Amendment of Section 154.032.  That Section 154.032, Chapter 154,
Title XV, of the Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS, NIEGHBORHOOD MARINE DISTRICT,” is amended to 
ALLOW FLOATING HOMES.TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

.  

154.032  NEIGHBORHOOD MARINE DISTRICT (NHM). 

(A) Generally.

(1) The purpose of this district is to promote utilization of the waterfront property
with mixed land uses. 

(2) The goal of the district is to encourage larger lot development in order to
preserve and protect visual access to the waterfront. 

(3) Land uses in the district that emphasize water access and usage are desired
after appropriate review. 

(B) Permitted uses:

(1) Dwelling, single-family detached, with a floor area ratio that does not exceed
0.3:1; 
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(2) Essential public services;

(3) Bed and breakfasts;

(4) Home occupations; and

(5) Short-term rental unit.

(C) Special land uses. Special land uses are subject to review and approval by the
Planning Commission in accordance with §§ 154.060 through 154.068 and 
§§ 154.080 through 154.092:

(1) Restaurants;

(2) Marinas/commercial boats;

(3) Home businesses;

(4) Rented accessory dwelling units in accordance with § 154.092(J); and

(5) Dwelling, single-family detached, with a floor area ratio that exceeds 0.3:1.

(6) Floating homes moored in a Full Service Marina.

(D) Dimension and area regulations:

Front setback 25 feet 
Side setback 10 feet 
Rear setback 15 feet 
Minimum lot area 17,424 square feet 
Minimum lot width 132 feet 
Maximum lot coverage 35% 

(Ord. passed 6-24-1996; Am. Ord. 02-02, passed 2-11-2002; Am. Ord. 090824-1, 
passed 8-24-2009; Am. Ord. 100726-1, passed 7-26-2010; Am. Ord. 140714-1, passed 
7-14-2014; Am. Ord. 170911-1, passed 9-11-2017)

Section 3.  Amendment of Section 154.135.  That Section 154.035, Chapter 154, 
Title XV, of the Code of the City of Saugatuck, entitled “ZONING DISTRICTS AND 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS, OFF-STREET PARKING, MINIMUM OFF-STREET 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS” is amended to establish minimum parking requirements 
for floating homes.   

§ 154.135  MINIMUM OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS.
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Minimum Automobile Off-Street Parking Requirements 

Types of Buildings and 
Uses 

Minimum Number of 
Parking Spaces Required 

per Indicated Unit 

Unit of Measure 

Floating Homes 2 Per Floating Home 
Dwellings 2.0 Per dwelling unit 
Retail store 1.0 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 
Research, development and 
testing laboratories 

0.4 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 

Motion picture theaters 0.3 Per person based on maximum capacity 
Or 1.0 Per 50 square feet of usable floor and/or 

land area devoted to assembly of 
recreation use on the premises 

Motel/motor court or 
hotel/inn 

1.0 Per sleeping unit 

And 1.0 Per resident manager 
Bed and breakfast 1.0 Per 3 sleeping units or fraction thereof 
Automotive dealer 
establishments 

1.5 Per person regularly employed on the 
premises 

Gasoline service stations 1.5 Per person regularly employed on the 
premises 

Automobile and truck 
repair establishments 

0.5 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 
devoted to retail selling of merchandise, 
goods and products 

Sales and service 
establishments 

0.5 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 
devoted to retail selling of merchandise, 
goods and products 

Marina 1 .0 Per 4 transient boat slips 
Plus 1 .0 Per 1 seasonal boat slip 
Veterinarian and animal 
hospital service 
establishments 

1.8 Per person regularly employed on the 
premises 

Plus 3.0 Per veterinarian 
Manufacturing Wholesale 
and storage establishments 

0.7 Per person regularly employed on the 
premises, based on largest single 
employment shift 

Educational facilities 0.6 Per student enrolled on the premises 
Cultural facilities 0.3 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 
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Or 1.0 Per 100 square feet of floor and/or land 
area devoted to assembly of visitor use on 
the premises 

Commercial boat 1.0 Per 5-passenger capacity 
Religious facilities 0.3 Per seat, based on maximum capacity of 

auditorium or principal place of assembly 
Mortuaries, funeral homes 1.0 Per 50 square feet of usable floor area 

devoted to slumber rooms, parlors or 
individual mortuary rooms 

Plus 0.3 Per seat, based on maximum capacity of 
funeral service chamber or chapel 

Private recreation camp 1.0 Per 3 beds 
Plus 0.3 Per 100 square feet of usable floor area 

for buildings devoted to visitor assembly 
Or 1.0 Per 100 square feet of floor and/or land 

area devoted to visitor assembly 
For uses not listed, the Planning Commission shall determine the appropriate number of parking spaces 
required. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective seven (7) days after 
its publication unless otherwise provided by law. 

YEAS:  
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 

ORDINANCE NO. 210726-A ADOPTED 

I, Padley Gallagher, the Clerk of the City of Saugatuck, certify that the foregoing is a true and 
accurate copy of an ordinance adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Saugatuck, held on July 26, 2021, and noticed in accordance with all legal requirements. 

Padley Gallagher, Clerk 

Introduced: 
Adopted: 
Published: _________________  

Sent to ALP:_______________
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SAUGATUCK 

ALLEGAN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 210726-B 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SAUGATUCK BY 

ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 99, WHICH NEW CHAPTER 99 SHALL BE 

DESIGNATED AS SECTIONS 99.01 THROUGH 99.07, CHAPTER  99, TITLE IX OF 

SUCH CODE 

The City of Saugatuck Ordains: 

Section 1. Amendment of Code to Add Title IX, Chapter 99, Sections 99.01 through 99.07.  

That Title XV, Chapter 99, Sections 99.01 through 99.07, inclusive, is added to the Code of the 

City of Saugatuck, entitled “Floating Homes,” to read as follows:  

CHAPTER 99: FLOATING HOMES 

Sections 

 99.01    Findings 

 99.02     Purpose 

 99.03    Definitions 

   99.04    Regulations 

   99.05    Licenses 

   99.06    Floating home and Moorage Standards and Requirements 

   99.07    Miscellaneous Matters 

§ 99.01   FINDINGS.

The City Council hereby makes the following express findings regarding the desirability and

necessity of the City adopting and enforcing this chapter: 

(A) The mooring, docking and / or use of floating homes along the shoreline of the City,

at or adjacent to docks, piers and mooring slips within or adjacent to the City and at similar 

locations, and the residential dwelling use of floating homes will likely create problems for, and 
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negative impacts upon, adjacent and nearby lawful uses within the City as well as present 

unreasonable challenges to and negative impacts upon navigation by other boats and vessels.  

(B) The long term mooring or use of floating homes as dwellings or structures of

habitation will negatively impact the aesthetics of the City’s waterfront areas as well as block the 

view of the Kalamazoo River by tourists and the occupants of many houses and dwellings located 

upland from the floating home mooring site, thus hurting tourism and lowering property values.  

(C) Allowing floating homes to be used as habitable structures or dwellings would

potentially circumvent many of the safeguards for dwellings and houses contained in both the 

City Code and the City’s zoning regulations, including, but not limited to, provisions regarding 

setbacks, parking requirements, zoning ordinances, building codes and permits, open space, and 

buffers. 

(D) Marina facilities, docks, piers and other amenities and appurtenances along the

waterfront within the City were and are intended to be utilized for temporary use for conventional 

boats and vessels, not for permanent or semi-permanent homes, dwellings or similar habitable 

structures. Furthermore, it is in the best interest of the City, as well as its residents, visitors and 

property owners, to have the waterfront generally clear of boats and vessels during the off season, 

not only for purposes of aesthetics but for environmental and safety reasons as well.  

(E) Floating homes present many potentially challenging and unhealthy situations,

including, but necessarily limited to, the disposal of sewage, providing clean potable water to the 

users and occupants of floating homes, managing trash and garbage disposal and ensuring that a 

floating home is not damaged or swamped by storms, severe wave action and impact with other 

boats or vessels.  
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(F) Floating houses and de facto housing subdivisions on or off shore are not compatible

with the City’s waterfront areas, building codes for dwellings, master plan or zoning regulations. 

(G) The City Council finds that this chapter is both reasonable and prudent, and will

promote the public health, safety and welfare of the residents, property owners and visitors of and 

to the City. 

99.02 PURPOSE.  

(A) To establish safeguards for dwellings and floating homes within the City and its adjacent

waters as regulated by the City’s zoning regulations, other State and Local regulations related to 

construction, fire safety, management of solid waste, disposal of sewage, provision of potable 

water, other regulated utilities, and any other safety issues that may be identified.   

(B) To establish a process to license Floating Homes and their moorages.

§ 99.03   DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context

clearly indicates or requires a different meaning: 

(A) “Enforcing Officer” means the City Manager of the City of Saugatuck or his or her

designee.  

(A) “Floating home” means any structure or item which is waterborne or is supported

by means of flotation (or suspension over a river or lake), designed to be used without a 

permanent foundation, used, intended, or designed to be built, used, rented, leased, let, or hired 

out to be occupied, or which is occupied for living purposes with facilities for living and 

sleeping, and often cooking and eating as well. The term “floating home” shall also include a 

“floating house,” “liveaboards”, “ark,”, “barge”, and any other boat or vessel which is designed 
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or used primarily for living or as a house, domicile or dwelling rather than for water transport or 

recreational purposes. The definition of floating home can also include a “houseboat” which 

exhibits any of the following traits: 

(1) Is over 25 feet long.

(2) Is over 15 feet in height above the water when calm.

(3) Cannot be readily propelled through the water at a speed of at least 15 miles

per hour.

(4) Is not certified by the United States Coast Guard as a water-worthy boat or

watercraft.

When determining whether a boat, vessel or float is a “floating home” for purposes of 

this chapter, the Enforcing Officer shall also consider the following: 

a. Whether the structure or item is usually kept at a fixed mooring point;

b. Whether the structure or item is actually used on a regular basis for

transportation or navigation;

c. Whether the structure or item has a permanent or continuous connection to the

shore for electrical, plumbing, water, or other utility service;

d. Whether the structure or item has the performance characteristics of a vessel

typically used for navigation or transportation on water;

e. Whether the structure or item can be readily removed from the water;

f. Whether the structure or item is used for intermittent or extended human-

habitation or occupancy;
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g. Whether the structure or item clearly has a means of substantial and

continuous propulsion, and appropriate power / size ratio;

h. Whether the structure or item is safe to navigate or use for transportation

purposes;

i. Whether the structure or item has a factory or manufacturer installed and

operable water propulsion system;

j. That a structure or item could occasionally move from place to place in the

water, or that it qualifies under a federal or state regulatory program as a

vessel or boat, are factors that would not be determinative; and

k. Such other factors as are relevant to determining the nature of the item or

vessel at issue.

(B) “Floating home moorage” means a waterfront facility and area for the moorage

or docking of one or more floating homes, and the land and water premises on which such 

facility is located.  

§ 99.04    REGULATIONS

Limited Allowance – No floating home shall be used, moored, docked or kept within or 

adjacent to the City or on or adjacent to any land, shoreline, dock, mooring or floating home 

moorage within or adjacent to the City except in full compliance with this Chapter. 

§ 99.05    LICENSES.
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(A) No floating home shall be moored, docked, used, or kept within the City or on or along

any shoreline or land within or adjacent to the City unless a City license has been issued for the 

floating home. 

(B) An application for a floating home license from the City shall include all of the

following information, items, and materials: 

(1) A fee as set by the City Council from time-to-time.

(2) A fully completed City floating home application form.

(3) Such additional information and materials as the City deems necessary.

(C) Licenses for floating homes shall be issued by the Enforcing Officer. The Enforcing

Officer shall consider all of the following standards when determining whether or not to issue a 

floating home license:  

(1) Whether the application is fully complete.

(2) Whether both the floating home and its proposed use and moorage area will

meet all of the requirements of this Chapter and all other applicable City

ordinances and codes.

(3) Whether the floating home and its proposed use will be safe and sanitary.

(4) Whether the proposed floating home is in keeping with the overall land use

pattern in the surrounding area.

(5) Whether the floating home will adversely impact, or be adversely affected

by, normal area wave and water patterns and actions.

(6) Whether all other applicable governmental regulations be satisfied.
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(7) Whether the floating home involved will generate the necessary extension or

expansion of public facilities and services including, but not limited to,

schools, roads, police, fire, water, and sewer.

(D) The Enforcing Officer may attach reasonable conditions to the approval of any floating

home license. 

(E) A floating home license is valid for three (3) years. Upon the expiration of the floating

home license, a new application must be filed with the City pursuant to subsection 99.04(B) 

hereof. 

(F) The Enforcing Officer shall have the authority at all reasonable hours to inspect any

floating home with a City license. 

(G) A floating home license may be revoked by the Enforcing Officer. When determining

whether to revoke a City floating home license, the Enforcing Officer shall consider all of the 

following: 

(1) Whether the use, location or activities associated with the floating home

violate any provision of this Chapter, any conditions of the floating home

license, any other City ordinance or code or any county, state or federal law,

regulation, or statute.

(2) Whether any of the standards contained in subsection 99.04 (C) hereof are

being or have been violated.

(3) The Enforcing Officer determines that anything in the license application for

the floating home (or any materials submitted to the City by the owner of the

floating home) was erroneous, fraudulent or deceptive.
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Once a floating home license has been revoked, no new license for the same floating 

home shall be issued by the City for at least three years after the revocation.  

The owner of a floating home may appeal a revocation of the floating home’s City 

license to the City Council, so long as the owner of the floating home files a written appeal with 

the City Clerk within thirty (30) days of the date of the license revocation. For an appeal that 

has been timely filed with the City, the City Council shall hold a public hearing on the license 

revocation appeal, with at least fifteen (15) days prior written notice being mailed to both the 

owner of the floating home and the owners of all properties within 300 feet of the floating home 

moorage site (as shown in the City’s most recent property tax roll). The decision of the City 

Council on any such appeal shall be final.  

(H) The Enforcing Officer shall have the authority to require that a floating home be located

in a specific area or placement within a floating home moorage, including, but not limited to, 

requiring a specific distance that the floating home be moored or secured away from walkways, 

docks, piers, seawalls and other fixtures or structures. The Enforcing Officer shall also have the 

authority to require stabilizing equipment and items for a specific floating home as is reasonably 

necessary for the stability and levelness of the floating home, as well as to prevent the floating 

home from shifting, drifting or moving towards or into another boat, structure, fixture or item.  

(I) Under no circumstances shall a floating home be used, kept, anchored, or moored

overnight in the following areas of the City’s waterfront: 

a. In waters adjacent to residential zone districts

b. In waters adjacent to licensed street ends

c. In waters adjacent to City Parks.
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§ 99.06    FLOATING HOME AND MOORAGE STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS.

(A) Access.

The access to a floating home moorage site shall have not less than thirty (30) feet of

land frontage abutting a public street for each floating home and shall be sufficiently graded, 

paved, and maintained to support anticipated vehicular or other loads and minimize drainage 

and dust nuisances. 

(B) Walkways.

Every floating home shall have access to a public street, yard or court by means of a 

system of primary and secondary walkways. The Enforcing Officer shall review such system 

and shall establish the minimum clear width of required primary and secondary walkways based 

upon a consideration of the number of floating homes and other occupancies served, the total 

length of the walkways and the number of access points provided for exit to a public street, yard 

or court. No walkway shall be less than four feet in width or be more than six feet in width. 

(C) Parking.

At least two off-street paved parking spaces shall be provided on land for the exclusive

use of each floating home. 

(D) Garbage disposal.

The Enforcing Officer shall determine the number and type of garbage and rubbish

receptacles that shall be provided for all floating homes and accessory moorage uses. All 

garbage and rubbish receptables shall be adequately screened from public view. 

(E) Lighting.
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Every floating home moorage site (including the walkways to every floating home site) 

shall be illuminated by lights designed, constructed, and maintained to provide an 

average light intensity of two footcandles in accordance with the recommendations of 

the illuminating Engineers Society of America and as may be recommended by the 

Enforcing Officer.   

(F) Electrical service and wiring.

Electrical service and wiring in all floating home moorages shall comply with the

requirements of chapter 555, “Boat Harbors and Marinas” of the National Electrical Code, 

current edition.  

(G) Water distribution.

Plans shall be submitted by the owner of the floating home moorage to the Enforcing 

Officer showing complete details of the water service and piping system and shall be 

accompanied by calculations to verify the adequacy of said system to meet the demands of the 

floating home. The design of said system shall comply with the other applicable sections of this 

Chapter (and applicable City codes) and shall meet all of the following requirements: 

(1) Plans. The plans shall show the size and location of each water meter and all

water lines, as well as type, size, and location of all required water service

backflow prevention devices.

(2) Materials. The use of nonmetallic or exposed steel piping on docks, floats,

ramps, or similar moorage facilities will not be permitted. Exposed copper

tubing placed on these facilities shall be joined by brazing or by other

equivalent methods. Flexible water supply connections to or located on said

facilities shall be approved heavy duty type and each hose bib serving said
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facilities shall be an approved type incorporating a vacuum breaker. 

(3) Flexible Water Supply Connections. Flexible water supply connections shall

be approved heavy duty type and shall be installed and supported so that at all

times they will be above the moorage basin water level.

(4) Backflow Prevention Devices. Each hose bib serving a dock, float, ramp or

similar moorage facility shall be equipped with an approved vacuum breaker.

No floating home which uses a pump or equipment which could cause a cross-

connection potential shall have a direct connection to the water supply system.

(5) Temperature and Pressure Relief Valves. A combination temperature and

pressure relief valve shall be provided on all water heaters.

(6) Wet Standpipes (Fire Lines). Water lines supplying wet standpipes must be

capable of supplying fifty (50) gallons per minute and maintain a residual

pressure of thirty (30) pounds per square inch at the hose connection based on

the minimum water supply. No fire pump inlet connection will be permitted on

any wet standpipe system which is connected to a portable water system.

(H) Fuel gas piping.

All gas piping installed within a floating home moorage, including such piping intended

to serve floating homes and other floating structures and such piping as may be required to 

serve dockside facilities, shall be installed in accordance with the current Michigan Plumbing 

and Mechanical Codes, and the International Fuel Gas Codes, and with the following special 

requirements: 

(1) Cathodic Protection. All gas piping shall have approved cathodic protection
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design, inspected, and certified by an approved engineering firm specializing in 

the field. 

(2) Connections – Valves. Where gas is permitted by the Enforcing Officer to be

distributed from shoreside facilities, connections to floating homes and other

moorage structures shall be made by the use of approved high pressure flexible

hose and such connections shall terminate in a positive disconnect coupling. A

separate shutoff valve shall be installed ahead of such connection. Connections

shall not be immersed in water or run exposed on docks, piers, floats, floating

homes, or other floating structures. The length of the flexible connections shall

not be excessive, nor shall it be used as a substitute for gas piping.

(I) Open spaces.

A clear spacing of at least ten (10) feet between sides or between a side and front or the

rear of adjacent floating homes shall be maintained in all floating home moorages.  All 

distances shall be measured between the maximum projection of the superstructure walls. A 

maximum encroachment of two (2) feet into the required minimum spacing for eaves, roof 

decks, or similar features will be permitted.  

(J) Insurance.

The owner of every floating home shall, at all times, keep in full force and effect

insurance in the amount of at least $2,000,000 to cover the floating home, as well as its uses, 

activities, fixtures, and items.  

(L) Permits for floating home docks, piers and moorage.

No dock, pier, boat slip, boat mooring facility or similar item shall be used for the

moorage, storage, dockage or use of any floating home unless the Enforcing Officer has first 
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issued a permit to the owner of such dock, pier, boat slip, boat moorage facility or similar item 

utilizing the same procedures and standards as contained in subsections (B), (C), (D), (E), (F), 

(G) and (H) of this Section 99.06.

(M) Building Codes.

Except for the foundation regulations, all floating homes shall fully comply with the

Michigan Building Code for single-family residential dwellings. 

(N) Height and Length.

No portion of a floating home shall exceed a height of 15 feet above the water when

the water is calm. Also, no floating home shall exceed 27 feet in total length. 

§ 99.07    MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS.

(A) Movement or relocation of floating homes.

Floating homes proposed to be moved into or adjacent to the City or proposed to be

moved from one moorage site to another moorage site within or on waters adjacent to the City 

shall comply with all the requirements of this Chapter pertaining to new floating homes and the 

City license for the floating home involved. No floating home shall be moved into or relocated 

within or on waters adjacent to the City if, after inspection and investigation by the Enforcing 

Officer, the floating home it is found to be dilapidated, unseaworthy, or otherwise substandard 

to such an extent that it would be impractical to repair, improve or rehabilitate that floating 

home in accordance with the requirements of this Chapter for new floating homes. 

(B) Mooring register of the ownership of floating homes.

Every owner or operator of a floating home moorage shall maintain a current register of

every floating home moored on the premises under his, her or its control, with such register to 
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record the name and address of the legal owner of each floating home. A copy of said register 

shall be available to the City upon request by the Enforcing Officer.  

(C) Moorage location.

Floating homes shall be berthed or moored in a marina, harbor or similar improved and

lawful facility conforming to the requirements of this Chapter and other applicable City codes 

and ordinances and located on privately owned or privately controlled property. Moorages shall 

not be located in any waterway or fairway, or in the public waters of any street or street end.  

No floating home shall be moored, stored, docked, or located within fifty (50) feet of a public 

road right-of-way or easement.  

(D) No open water mooring.

Except when a floating home is under power in the open water, being used temporarily

for recreation or being moved to another lawful location, no floating home shall be anchored, 

kept, or moored away from land in the open water overnight.  

(F) Single family use only.

While in its floating home mooring, only one single family shall be domiciled in that

floating home. There shall be no multi-family habitation or uses. 

(G) Short-term rental.

“Short-term rental” shall mean a floating home that is available for use or is used for

habitation, accommodations or lodging of guests or others, paying a fee or other compensation, 

for a period of less than 120 consecutive days and nights at a time.  

Floating homes used as short term rentals shall also abide by the same standards 

as all other short term rentals including registration, fees, and inspections.   

(H) No commercial use.
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No floating home shall be used for commercial or industrial purposes or uses. 

(I) No nuisance conditions.

No floating home shall be a nuisance.

(J) Violations.

A violation of any of the conditions attached to a City floating home license shall

constitute a violation of this Code and shall be a nuisance per se. 

(K) Every floating home must be kept in a good and reasonable condition.

  Every floating home (including the exterior thereof) shall be kept in good repair and 

condition at all times.  

(L) Use of docks, piers, boat slips, mooring sites and similar items.

 No dock, pier, boat slip, boat mooring space or similar item, area or facility shall be 

used by or for a floating home unless the floating home has a current and valid license pursuant 

to this Chapter and the floating home fully complies with all the requirements of the license and 

this Chapter.  

(M) Appeals.

Any interpretation or determination by the Enforcing Officer under this Chapter 99 may 

be appealed in writing to the City Council within thirty (30) days using the same procedures as 

for the appeal of a license revocation under subsection 99.05 (G) of this Chapter.  

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective seven days after its 

publication unless otherwise provided by law. 

YEAS:  
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NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

ORDINANCE NO. 210726-B ADOPTED 

I, Padley Gallagher, the Clerk of the City of Saugatuck, certify that the foregoing is a true 

and accurate copy of an ordinance adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Saugatuck, held on July 26, 2021, and noticed in accordance with all legal requirements. 

Padley Gallagher, Clerk 

Introduced: 

Adopted: 

Published: 
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