
Historic District commission 

December 7, 2023 - 6:00PM 
Saugatuck City Hall 

102 Butler St. Saugatuck, MI 49453 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions

4. Approval of Minutes:

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting held on November 2,

2023

5. Public Comments on Agenda Items (Limit 3 Minutes)

6. Unfinished Business:

7. New Business:

A. 254 Francis – New Home

8. Administrative Approvals & Updates:

9. Communication:

10. Public Comments (Limit 3 Minutes)

11. Commission Comments

12. Adjourn (Voice Vote)

The Saugatuck Historic District Commission has the responsibility to regulate the
construction, demolition, and improvements to the exterior of structures in the historic
district. The intent is to safeguard the heritage of the City of Saugatuck, to protect the
architecture and local village character of the City, to foster civic beauty, and to promote the
use of historic districts for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the residents, visitors, and
general public.

NOTICE: 
This public meeting will be held 

in-person. The public can join via 
Zoom video/audio conference 

technology. 
Join online by visiting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/ 
2698572603 

Join by phone by dialing: 
(312) 626-6799

-or-
(646) 518-9805

Then enter “Meeting ID”: 
269 857 2603 

Please send questions or 
comments regarding meeting 

agenda items prior to meeting to: 
rcummins@saugatuckcity.com 
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City of Saugatuck 
Historic District Commission 

Meeting Minutes November 2, 2023, 6:00 PM 
PROPOSED 

Saugatuck City Hall 
102 Butler Street 

Call to Order/Roll Call:  Vice-Chairman Leo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:  Vice-Chairman Leo, Commission members:  Cannarsa, Godfrey, Lewis, & Paterson. 

Absent:  Chairman Straker, Commission member Donahue. 

Others Present:  Director of Planning, Zoning, and Project Management Cummins & Deputy 
Clerk Williams. 

Agenda Changes/Additions/Deletions:  None. 

Approval of Minutes for October 5, 2023: 
 Motion by Lewis, second by Cannarsa, to approve the minutes for the October 5, 2023, 

meeting minutes.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried 5-0. 

Public Comments:  None. 

Unfinished Business: 
A. 439 Butler – Retroactive approval of window tint (Voice vote)

The applicant requests retroactive approval of window tinting on unit #6. 

A motion was made by Lewis, second by Paterson to retroactively approve the existing 
window tinting at unit #6 at 439 Butler Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted 
within the application materials.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried 5-0. 
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New Business: 
A. 149 Griffith – Replacement and reconstruction of the non-original front porch,

outdoor freezer siding, fence and gate replacement, and replacement deck, steps, and
fence to the rear of the building.  (Voice Vote)

The applicant originally proposed a comprehensive exterior renovation to the
existing building at 149 Griffith Street, including a replacement and reconstruction of
the non-original front porch, outdoor freezer siding, fence and gate replacement, and
replacement deck, steps, and fence to the rear of the building.  At the meeting, the
owner advised they are now only requesting approval of the non-original front porch
work as shown in the application and plans and withdrawing the other requests.

A motion was made by Lewis, second by Godfrey, to approve the comprehensive 
renovation plans for 149 Griffith Street in accordance with the plans and details submitted 
within the application materials.   

Lewis withdrew her original motion.   

A motion was made by Lewis, second by Godfrey, to approve the removal of the porch 
extension as discussed.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried 5-0.    

B. Annual Election of Officers (Voice Vote)
A motion was made by Lewis, second by Godfrey to nominate Commission member 

Straker to serve as Commission Chair, Commission member Paterson to serve as Vice-Chair, 
and Donahue to serve as Secretary to the Historic District Commission for the upcoming term.  
Via voice cote, the motion carried 5-0. 

Administrative Approvals & Updates:   None. 

Communication:  
A. Note from Chair Straker regarding 439 Butler Street.

Public Comment:  None. 

Commission Comments:  None. 

Adjourn:  
Motion by Lewis, second by Cannarsa to adjourn.  Upon voice vote, motion carried 5-0.  

Vice-Chair Leo adjourned the meeting at 6:27 p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted by 
Sara Williams, 
____________ 
Deputy Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Historic District Commission 
  City of Saugatuck 
 
FROM:  David M. Jirousek, AICP 
  Consulting Planner 
 
DATE:  December 4, 2023 
 
RE: Historic District Permit Application, Patrick Murphy on behalf of Aaron and 

Monica Pokorny: 254 Francis 
 
 

REQUEST:  The applicant proposes to construct a new dwelling on a lot at 254 Francis Street. 
The corner lot is zoned Community Residential- R-1 and has 84.63 feet of frontage on Holland 
Street and 95.20 feet on Francis Street. The lot is 8,712 square feet in size. 
 
COMPLETENESS REVIEW: All applications to construct, alter, repair, move, or demolish any 
structure or install or alter any signage or fence structure in a historic district shall include the 
supporting plans and documents as specified by § 152.07 B. The applicant has provided the 
necessary information, including a site plan, building material notations, window specifications, 
shingle details, and elevation drawings. However, the HDC may wish to require manufacturer 
information and specification sheets for proposed doors and exterior light fixtures. Additionally, 
colors were not provided for the proposed shingles, metal roof, and exterior walls. 
 
V.B NEW CONSTRUCTION: The proposed dwelling is one and a half stories, with a second floor 
under a pitched roof. The building is oriented toward Holland Street. Driveway access is also 
proposed from Holland Street, and the garage faces the lot to the north. As such, the garage 
door will not be visible from either street frontage. 
 
Landmark designer roofing shingles and standing seam metal roofing are proposed. Hardie/LP 
siding and trim will be smooth, and brackets and wall shakes will be natural wood. 
 
Section V, B. of the Local Guidelines regulating new construction applies to this project. 
Standards are as follows: 

 
1. Streetscape Compatibility- With new structures or renovations which totally change the 

facades, the appearance of the streetscape as a whole should be respected. Facades for 
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new structures should be compatible with the overall design and appearance of the 
surrounding streetscape in its design and appearance. 
 

2. Architectural Style New structures need not replicate existing styles. They may be honest 
modern or contemporary adaptations or reflections of traditional styles or they may be 
totally new, distinctive structures which are nevertheless compatible with the district’s 
character. 
 

3. Compatibility of Siting and Massing 
a. The historic relationship between buildings, landscape features and open space 

should be retained. The siting should be reviewed based on existing district 
setbacks, orientation, spacing and distance between adjacent buildings. 

b. The height and bulk of a new building shall be compatible with its surroundings 
and shall in no event exceed that of existing buildings in the Historic District. 

c. If there is a significant variation in siting or in height and bulk from the 
immediately surrounding buildings which creates a material adverse impact on 
the character of that area, the Commission may make recommendations to the 
Planning Commission and/ or the Zoning Board of Appeals concerning height, 
massing and placement on the lot of the new construction. 

 
4. Compatible Detailing- In addition to the scale of the structure, details such as roof lines, 

materials, the size, type, and placement of windows, doors, porches, fences, chimneys 
and garages, should be considered in assessing the compatibility of the new structure 
with the existing streetscape. 
 

5. Pedestrian Scale- Especially in commercial areas, the scale of architectural elements 
should provide comfortable surroundings for pedestrians. This applies especially to 
heights of canopies or awnings, and heights of doors and windows. 
 

6. Distinguishing New from Old- New buildings should be designed so that they are 
compatible with, but discernable from, adjacent historic buildings. 

 
COMMENTS: The style of the proposed dwelling appears to be compatible with the design and 
appearance of dwellings in the vicinity. While there will be a noticeable visual impact when 
developing a vacant corner lot, the proposed building should blend into the existing context. 
The massing and scale appear to be consistent with the character of the neighborhood. 
 
The proposed dwelling is fairly traditional in design but does not appear to replicate nearby 
homes or create a false sense of history. The design and placement of the building do not 
appear bulky or out of scale along Francis and Holland Streets, and the proposal is not a 
departure from the area's existing character. 
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RECOMMENDATION: If the HDC determines that the applicable standards of the Historic 
Preservation Review Guidelines are met, the following motion may be used.  
 
Motion to approve a new dwelling at 254 Francis Street in accordance with the plans and details 
submitted within the application materials. Approval shall be subject to the following conditions 
(if applicable): 
 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. ____________________________________________________________________ 
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